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Your attention is respectfully called to the communistic activities 
of The Highlander Folk School of Eonteagle Tenn. In a letter of March 6,IS? r 
you instructed the writer that since Vihere ie no Federal statute in regard ' 

-to such activities that the Bureau was unable to investigate. This is very f . 

'unfortunate indeed. This school is a fcot-bed of communism and anarchy.* tbif. 

' is proven by the part taken by its members in the strikes at Harriman Tenn. 
laiey Tenn. and at the present at Rockwood Tenn. It is the opinion of the 
writer that this school should be investigated. .If it were possible an * 
agent of the Dept. should be sent there £4 as a student. He would find that 
a statute was being violated-possibly TREASOE. 

The writer has no axe to grind, and is asking for nothing. He does 
not know a single member of the faculty nor the name of a student in this 
Highlander Folk School. But he knows enough about this institution to know 
that- there is something radically wrong. Al60 he ie a great admirer of Tfe* 
Director of The Federal Bureau of Investigation. He is proud of the record e 
of The Dept. of Justice since J.Eggar Hoover became its head. He approves , ■. 
of the action Of The President in not permitting politicians to remove Mr. ';■ 
Vnnver as the Director. While Mr.licKellar is an -admired friend/ the writer 
is apposed to his attitude in regard to cutting the appreciations for . 
.his Dept. Therefore this letter ie written in the spirit of a logal 



citizen and an ex- soldier. The natives here are 
:t loved East Tenn. is being w Honey-combed rt wit 
the Highlander Folk School is the hot-bed. 
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John Edgar Hooror* 

____ ,, , w 1 Ptroctor* 
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SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 
"(COlflTJNIST ACTIVITIES) 
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K 



/ 



/ 



i 



Copy of speech delivered by JAMES i ' . -~*j 

^OGMBROWSKI, Chairman, Highland Folk # ^ ; ' '" . « 

School at HiXLsboro Presbyterian Church/ I^Qvj 1 -. ~ : 
November 19, 1.939 and at the Chapel, • . - v>> ... 
Doctor's Building, Nashville, 'i'ennessee, . 
November 20, 1939, furnished Memphis i "' /^ '-'• 

Office. Additional names listed therein '-j, 

of persona connected with Highland Folk 
School, on whom K.T. cards submitted. 

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 4HHHHHV 

Memphis, Tennessee, dated 11-13-39. *i * 

DETAIIS i AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE t / * 

' ' As noted by reference report, the Highland^ Folk cr tij <£1 

School is alleged to be coranunfatic and the names of all o CT ^/h ^ 

persons mentioned in a series of newspaper articles appear- o £5 ^ 

ing, in the Nashville, Tennessee "Tennessean* newspaper as jg *g gj 

having some connection with the school have been submitted *""* 
to the Bureau on Nationalistic Tendency cards. 
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On Janu ary 19, 1940 , , 

— ^^^_JMHP who manifested a keen dislike for personsO 
engaged in subversive; activities, stated ^that" some one had • & tSS 
furnished him a mimeographed copy ^embodying a summary of- a ^WW 
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R jy^*. discussion by JAMES DOM3RC&7SKIj Chairman, Highland Folk- 

? ^**ETfcchool, delivered at the Hillsboro Presbyterian Church on 
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COPIES OF THI» RERORT 

6 - Burea* 
2 - Louisville 



2 - Memphis 
00r<i'jb£ DWrJHWED 

' 7S APR 24 136V 



OO NOT WRITE IN THEME *RACE» 
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M(Mr . flr iq -iQOQ an d in the Chapel, Doctor's Building, 
cards have not been previously prepared: 
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■---■■- both of whom are aentioned as officers of the Alumni Asso- 

\-w •:;■■■ V Motion tf the Highland Folk School and nho are mentioned 

** h ^ - as^rso£ l^posfelsion of the Thanksgiving weekend reports 

w - -,:,,-; as **"„ 1^ activities of the alumni idio i»ere present at 

^'rr^ JTSo^^^SiSS Folk School. All others^ 

listed as composing the Advisory Committee of the Highland 
Folk School, namelyt / ' "~ 

DR. HEINHOli) NIEBUHR, Chairman, ; .. _ - 




Union Theological Seminary; 

DR. ARTHUR SWIFT} 

MISS MrRY^VAN KLEECK, Director of Industrial Studies,' 
Russell Sage Foundation; 

DR. GECRGE S. COUNTS of the Teachers College and 
President of the American Federation of Teachers; 

ROGER BALDWIN, Director, . "■ -■'.-....■' ; ' : ' 

American Civil Liberties Union; 

DR. SHERVfOOD EDDYj 

MR. FRANZlANIEL, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America; J 

The Reverend TOIilAM CTOFFORD, Director, Church 
League of Industrial democracy. 
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Additional copies oftheNati^nalis^ 

^dhav^e^dyo^ 

■^■^Jl^ivisiOTnor'tts information. 

Nationalistic Tendency cards on all persons listed 
above are being submitted to the Bureau. 

ENCLOSTOESi TO THE BUREAU 

19 and 20, 1939. 

TO THE LOUISVILLE FIELD DIVISION 

ThroecoolfiSofNa^^ 
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The Philosophy and Program of the Highlander Folk School. 
P summary of a discussion by James Dojnbrowski, Chairman, 
Highlander Folk School, at the Killsboro r resbyterian 
Church, November 19th, and in the "hepel, Doctor's Build- 
ing, Nashville, Tennessee, November 2~ , th, 1939- 

^art I. 1, One important motivation of the majority of those -who 

Philosophy have been responsible for the Highlander Folk School has 
been the attempt to relate religious Idealism to the 
social problems of to-day, particularly to relate the 
social aspirations of religion and of the labor movement. 

2. This concern for social .justice stands ak the heart of 
the prophetic Hebrew Christian religion as set forth by 
such men as Bishop Grundwig, the spiritual father of the 
Danish Polk Schools, Walter Kauschenbusch, -Harry F. 'Vard, 
"Celnhold Niebuhr , and Bishop Francis J, McDonnell. 

3. The Social Gospel is the terra used to designate the 
type of religious thought expounded by these thinkers. 
They emphpsize the importance of the socle 1 factor in the 
development of character. The satvetion of the Individual, 
according to this school of theology, 1s impossible apart 
from the salvation of the whole of noc lety. 
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?a?t IT. fr. * definition of religion un1ve*s'llv receptee e would 

The p roblem be most difficult to formulate, seid Dr. John Benton in 
for his recent inaugural address as Dean of the ^chool of Pe- 

Christian ligion of Vanderbilt University. Put it is agreed gener- - 

Sociology ally that religion is present whenever we confront the 

brute facts of reality with an ideal, or as he put It, 
whenever we are aware of the pension between what is and 
what ouf.ht to be . 

5. The "as ls "-Southern workers (that includes most of us 1 * 
number thirteen million, 42^ on farms, 1?% in factories, 
with tn income averaging a half of that of the rest of the 
nation. Tith a fourth of the population, the south has 
two-thirds of the tenants. A tenant earns *>73 a year par 
person, a sharecropper from *>3R to $73 per person. In 1935 
50^ of all the women in industry in Tennessee made less 
than *:i2 a week. A survey of the families removed to make 
way tor the Morris dam area showed an average annual cash 
income per family of $50. There are five million forgotten 
people in the southern mount; ins. 1 iving standards are 
commensurate with that income. The average annual expendi- 
ture per family for meat and veeet Vies is ^231. in the 
south it is less that $150. »nd in Mississippi it is *73« 
One out of fiv6 houses in the rural south v as no toilet of 
any kind. The average annual expenditure for the education 
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of a southern child Is only one-half of the average for 
the nation; for a Negro child it is only one-ninth. Be- 
cause of the poll tax political democracy is denied to 
two- thirds of the population. Economic democracy (coll- 
ective bargaining) is restricted even more stringently. 

6. The world that " ought to be"- These conditions must be 
examined in the light of government research as to poten- 
tial living standards if ^all the idle capital, plants and 
man-power were put to work. Conservative estimates place 
the potential income at $hi500 for every family in the 
United States. *»Ve may now be sure of one disturbing fact- 
poverty is now entirely voluntary . This fact should haunt 
every Christian concerned with establishing a just society, 
every citizen interested in a rational society, and all of 
us seeking to safeguard democracy. Democracy means free- 
dom , and we are not free until >we liberate all of the 
potential material and spiritual resources of our nation. 



^art ttj, 7. The labor movement , with its labor press, nine million 

Tha t can members of unions, and co-operatives, end affiliated bodies 

jj^bor is the backbone of the progressive movement seeking to 

Contribute change the present order and to establish a more just and 

ethical society. Organized labor brings immediate prac ti- 
er 1 going to those who need it most. These benefits may be 
s ummrr ized : 



~%. 



a. By raising wages and living strndn v ds. 

b. Initiating and enforcing social legislation. 

c. Giving dignity to workers; no longer regarded as mere 

"hands". 

d. Makes democracy work in the economic field through 

collective bargaining. 

e. Bringing educational and cultural services to workers. 

f. Giving concrete expression to the religious ideals of 

service and brotherhood which otherwise find but little 
practical outlet in the hurly-burly competitive world. 

Thus for rational as well as ethical reasons religion needs 
labor. And a vital concern by religion for the interests of 
labor would be the best safeguard against a complacent, com- 
fortable middle class dissipating its ethical Interests in 
mere generalities. We need to apply the Social Creed to the 
Churches . 
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fi » Resident Program - 
me) ^ur^se - To provide a cultural and educational center 
for the tr-ining of a native leedership for the southern 
labor movement. 

(\> y Program - Two resident terms a ve^r , each lasting six 
weeks. Xn the past these he ve co~e in the summer and 
•winter. In 19^0 the resident terms will be held in the 
Spring and Fall. This will le. ve the summer free for 
week-end institutes for local and international unions. 

The students are carefully selected by the educational 
committees of their unions or co-operatives. There are 
no formal educational requirements other than the ability 
to read and write and a desire to serve the labor move- 
ment. One or two college students ere accepted each term 
but such students must pl~n to work full time in the labor 
movement or in social work. In the Winter Term of 1939 
2? students came from ten southern states, from San Antonio 
to Richmond and represented 9 international unions. 

The courses are grouped in two categories: first, the prac- 
tical "tool" courses in the work of the union, e.g. public 
speaking, and parliamentary law, trude union problems, jour- 
nalism, mimeographing, poster making; and secondly, the 
background rmd cultural courses such as dramatics, economics, 
folk dancinp and group singing, history and recreational pro- 
grams . 

The methods are a combination of lectures, discussion and 
work-sho^. The material as f c r - s possible is based on 
the experience of tho students, ^lrsses pre informal. Tn 
the work-shop class students experiment with visual mater- 
ials, reducing materials from their classes and experience 
to grrphic form in charts, posters, etc. S-.mrles of this 
materiel wilj be seen in the various publications of the 
class in Snglish and Journalism, (see the publication list 
of HFS>. There is an attempt to relate the .material from 
the various classes, for example, the dramatics group wrote 
published and produced five plays this summer. The dramatic 
material w.s drawn from the students' experience and from 
their discussions in union problems, economics and work-shop 
classes . 

Special lecturers augment tho rogular teaching staff during 
a resident terra. About twenty-five or thirty prominent pro- 
gressive loaders of tho south drawn from labor, governmental 
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and civic groups discuss various aspects of community and 
labor problems, Those discussions with many of the south' s 
loading progressive figures is in itself a liberal educa- 
tion. A complete list o£ the visiting lecturers during 
the Summer Term of 1939 wz$ publishod in the Pall numbor 
of the Highlander Fling . 

B, Community Program - 

(c> "Purpose - To preservo and enrich the indigenous cul- 
tural trcditions of the southern mountains; through de- 
mocratic end co-operative procedure to seek actively the 
solution of basic community problem?. 

(b^ The program * is of an itf ornr 1 nature following the 
procedures of settlement houses r.d of the Danish Folk 
Schools. The activities are suggested by the community, 
limited only by the interests of tha group and the skills 
of the steff. These activities for the most part consist 
of cultural and recreational groups, e.g., piano lessons, 
voice culture, group singing, dramatics, marionette and 
puppet mr.king, library scrvie, hikes and athletics, commu- 
nity newspaper, folk dancing, discussion groups, co-opera- 
tive projects, nursery school. Not all of th^so interost 
groups are maintained simultaneously, but Vary according 
to the resources of the stc ff. 

The no- operative ideal is stressed as the best instrument 
through which to develop community consciousness, self- 
reliance, training in democratic methods, and through which 
the resources of the community mr y be made to yield the 
best returns. The nursery sfthool, for example, is a co- 
oper ctive community project. Eighteen children are enrolled- 
Parents hav> ?ontributed through their own initiative and 
solicitation small sums for the fuel supplies, although all 
are on relief; young men mr.de the benches ^nd equipment; 
young girls helped with supervision until * TV "A aid was secured. 

/ community discussion group- has beer, meeting continuously 
for over r. year* Th^ problems grow cut cf the experience 
of the g*ou-. In discussing their own situation thoy grad- 
ually got some understanding rnd insights intc the larger 
problems of the nation. After an extend- d study of the 
philosophy and methods of the co- operative movement, the 
group is now attempting to raise som^ working capital for 
a co-oparativo. Pumago sales oT ©Id clothes are held once 
c month. The last sale was attended by 5 9 families from 
the valley, the surrounding coves and the mountain* In this 
way clothes are distributed to the needy at slight cost, and 
gradually the basis Vor a co-operative is being established. 



1 




* 



-5- 









V 




*.- ^ *--,v*"^*vtf 



/*£.. :v 



\ 



.__ .. .!».*-. 



This discussion group is experimenting with book-maki^. 
Simrle pamphlets have been mtde from materials furnished 
by the g^oup, ne^spa^er clippings, cartoons, etc., which 
ere mounted in pamphlet form &nd cirrulsted among the 
membership. The subjects cov^r Surplus Commodities, 
SociO Security Laws, ,r fage end Hour /ct,the Poll Tax, etc. 

C« Fxtension Program - 

(a) Purpose -To assist la" or groups within the tree served 
by the school to develop culture 1 ond ©ducrtional programs. 

(b) Program - The services to unions are of a varied nature, 
consisting of occasional lectures, to a six weeks 1 insti- 
tute. Library services are extend -.-d to neighboring indi- 
viduals and groups. Help is given with recreational pro- 
grams; materials are furnished for dramatic programs and 
discussion groups. 

Tht School plant is used by local and international unions 
for week-end institutes, especially during the summer months. 

An effort is made to maintain r. permanent relationship with 
our alumni and to assist them to develop within their groups 
educational and cultural programs. At the Homecoming at 
Highlander at Thanksgiving week-end reports were made of the 
activities of the alumni present. (These reports are in the 
process of being mimeographed and may bo had from the offi- 
cers of the Alumni Association, Vr. 'V.thers lynch, 41?* Church 
Street, Nashville, and }'ts. Christine Benson, mibcrtsville, 
Kv. , c'o T. V. A.) 

r art V. I oc- 1 ion -Highlander is located in the community of Summer- 

O rgr.nization field, two miles from Monteaerle on the Trrcy City Highway. 
an d Personnel It is 5" miles from Chattr noort, 90 from Nashville, in Grundy 
r ounty on the Cumberland Pic tea u. 

Prop^rty -The original grant of property on which Highlander 
w.-s located was made by Dr. I. illicit S. Johnson, of Memphis, 
Tenn. Dr Johnson built the 1 .rgc house in 1919 and carriod 
on a program of community education until 1932 when she made 
it available to Highlander. 

Staff -The staff consists of seven full time residents: 

William Buttrick, Duke University, toucher of economics, 

Secretary; 
James Dombrowski, B.Fh,, Emory University, B.D., Union Thoo- 

logic J Seminary, Th.D., Columbia University, teacher of 

history, Chairman; 
Myles Horton, B.A., Cumberland University, University of 
Chicago, Intornationr.l Feoplos College, tu-tchur of union 
problems, Educational Director, 
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Zllphla Horton, B.A., M,A.» College of the Ozfcrks, teacher 

of rnusio and dramatics; 
Claudia Lewis, B.A. , Raid College, Director of Nursery 

School ; 
Mary Lawranco, B.A,, Duko 'University, Community Workor; 
Jane Lawson, B*A #f Vassar College, Office Secrotary. 

Advisory Committee ; Tho Chairman is Dr. Reinhold Niobuhr, 
of Union Thoological Seminary; other members are Dr. Arthui 
Swift, KisP Mery Van Kleeck, Director of Industrial Stud- 
ies, Pussoll Sage Foundation; Dr. George S. Counts, of 
Te r chers College and President of the American Federation 
of Tcch;rs, Roger Baldwin, Director American Civil Lib- / 
orties Union; Dr. Sherwood Eddy; Mr- Fr'nz Dftnlol, Amal-/ 
/r^m^ted Clothing Workers of /met ice; the Reverend 'Villi ih 
Spofford, Director Church League of Industrial Democracy. 

Flnancos- Tho school is financed by contributions ' from 
individuals, unions, church groups, student groups. Thw- 
budget in 1939 was $10,000. A few of tho stronger unions 
provide scholarships but for the most part tho school 
must provide scholarships of $100 e^ch for the six weeks' 
terra. Stud3nts ci .king $10 and $15 a week ^re not in a 
position to pa.y their own wuy. 

Socio support has coao from the Will 1j.fi C. 'fliitney Foun- . 
dation and the Christian Social Justice Fund, but most 
of the money comes from voluntary contributions from 
Individuals* Thoro rjc 550 Individ ual contributors, most 
tf whom make annui.l contributions. They includo. teachers, 
ministers, business man and workers. 

Ob/iously the school could not manage on such - snull ^ 
budget if the staff received remuneration commensurate.' 
win the s^rvicos rendered. Staff members serve on c 

mai>ton%nco basis, .. -^ •* 
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Kaj 20,1940. 

Mr J.Edgar Hoorer, 
Washington, B.O. 

Dear Mr Hoover, 

Best wishes to you and tax your work 
Most sincerely, i 
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(JOTHE TO DIRECT 
NEW TYPE CAMP I 
'AT MONTEAGLE; 

[Youth Congress Leader' 
; Abends Workers' Edu- 
t ^catipn Meet Here 

p Richard Cothe, one of the leaders 
Jof the /American Youth Congress, 
fcsvhich treated such « stir in Wash- 
ington,) D, C, tome month* ago m 
Renouncing certain phases of Roose- 
'♦elt's Administration, is in Chatta-I 
hoopa attending the Conference of 
Waiters'. Education to be held herci 
Bpturday'and Sunday. | 

1 Gothe «id his attendance at this] 
ference ia more or less a coin-, 

lence, ar his real purpose is to! 

Mnfe for establishment of a "work i 
in Highlander Folk School ' 

■ t*-...'iv he said, will be set up . 

' 1. !'\' i-> i v in the month of Aug-* 

f f weeks, and <will be 

tit xic.i by *25 young workers" and 

|r> ier who. will work, study and 

»/" hi thi: period. He is expected 

direct the- school. , 

££c ;he said the -idea of "v*t k 

tv>' '* was Conceived last year wi,* 

la i 'ynent of first camp at We«?t 

N. y,< on the Hudson. He 

r*V r,#ha ant now five such camps 

< ? .-.-i tflis country, one • near 

. Ohio; one in New York 

. • Oregon, and the one to 

ii ■; • \ here in Tennessee at< 

Vp*.t' , '*.*T\DH EXPLAINED 
•^^pi. oiv- thow students are se- 
ed to- these summer camps, 
- f >.ae asserted that the aponaors 

j,!<ka talks at different schools and 

i-ijeses and invite students to par- 

^pate in these camps, which, t»e 

■14, are operated somewhat «o 

fehe *i/>* aa'Umilar camps in Scan- 

** " " an countries. The Idea is also 

J*f, ha pointed out, to 14 camps 

• r have been established byi 

»-1can Friends Service Commit ' 

'4 Quaker outfit ' V 

fVIhe Is a ttative of Germany. He 

*■ Wen in United States on his 

«■' <*t trip for two years. He said 

*', he knew Hitler, "but they 

V "P* *J° n £ *° well together." 

* to comment on the European 

' 'uation, Gothe stated it is "too 

» vet to tell jujtfwhat 1* the 

,,; t$<m6 it v/ill nrobably take 

«ks before we can get 

J<* of the*ifiation. 

* s* ' ~rred 

. . Myles 

';'<* of t 
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Highland*' 

•nd other represent! 

thcvol, here in 

..Workers' Education 
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Mx. ToUob.. . ., 
Mr. Nathan...* 

Mr. E. A T*nua.lcC 



Mr.cr«r" 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Ecast.... 

Mr. Cl*fia .. 
Mr. Nkhcb. 
Mr. Readoa. 
Mr. K««ea .. 
Mr. Tracy ... 
Mia* Gaa«V. 
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*OSf WOODS .wo»*< 
Helen WDodi, United 6t/*£ 
y^, partment of Labor, la ch* »^ 
tff'wafe and hour division in tl*. 
_. Station, was scheduled to address .. 
• \^4 conference, but ft was announce< 
**£ Saturday that she will not be here 
" Baldanre Is looked upon as orv 
f of the y oun jest union executive: 
jm this country. He began fcif un 
ion activities at 17 years, wneo h* 

j ioincd United Mine Workers i) 

Her? arc some of leaders who are here to participate in the Workers' Education Con- Penn * 7lvania "^ has had an active 



•/?%?& 

7 *..■*« 





•ji ■ t j : , ■ , ."-.» ', , r — * — T r —-"-•- - • r~««.« s ..«i«*, Ttvc-jM^Rincnijr .linen- 

<f»a J'^tfeiacion of Hosiery Workers, and' Tennessee director, T. W.4J. A., Chattanooga . i 

USER S OPEN ~ • - 1 



H SESSION 
■EDUCATION 

Group Takes 
• JL f p Use of Teaching to 
r •■ * " ,,J Unions 



;ft; ; ,-t 



IfCtJi PUiiU 



from 



k group ot : labor leaders 

* veral Southern slates assembled 
ifCnarouiOoga Saturday for a two- 
liy tor.ftrcncc to consider the 
♦T*enu theme, "How Workers Edu- 
■ rtion Can Htlp Build the Union 

Al-ioLijjh both the CIO and AFL 
i « prutteipatmg in this meeting, 
i"vei! «t somt independent unions. 
t visiting delegates are predonV- 
tciv cffilis-iQd vkUb th e CIO. > 
J*o--*> IT-iKfcnrie. executive yic«- 
Vt^dcnt -tf^e Textile Workers 
7n of *r.t*5"ica. headquarters iu 
.,, y^yi ij| ?jT.e of the outstanding' 
aken?, Jif tv-as en route toChih 
«ifc* it-May morning and will, 
*? * / VT banauet -Saturday^ 



J 4'ght at the Park H.oteJ. His ad 
"Jress will be broadcast over WDOp. ; 

John Martin, southern director," 
iternational Ladies Garment/ 
rorkers, was to be the key after- 
noon speaker. He will give a sum-' 
mary of "Workers' Education Ac- 
tivities" and in this outline the "use 
of workers education groups" in 
building labor organizations. He 
said Saturday morning that the two 
summer schools already function- 
ing in the South are doing a- good 
job," but added there was a need 
for the enlargment of this program. 
J . SCHOOLS PRAISED, , 

The schools to which Martin re- 
ferred are the Southern* Summer 
School for Workers, headquarters at 
\ Asheville. N, C snd the Highlander 
Tolk School, at Monteagle. . 

The two-day conference here »*r 
sponsored by the Chattanooga' 
Workers' Education Committee, of 
which Miss Edna Brown is chair;/ 
man, and presiding officer at the' 
conference; Highlander Folk School ' 
and Southern Summer School 
for Workers* It opened with regis- 
tration of delegates at the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers' Hall 
on East Eighth Street at 10 a.ny 
Stturday and will continue through 

Sunday, .,..:. .. .., ■ ■ 

* Sent 



£Tb* conference expected to.'ctis-" 
Ive into discussion groups follow-. 
fe Martin's talk at the Satur*-r 
Jernoon session. Reports of o 
tttees will be made at the'busir 
-asion commencing at 10;30 o'clock^ 
6unday morning. 

Other union leaders who are here 
to participate in the conference are 
Lawrence Rogin, educational direc- 
tor, American Federation of Hosiery 
Wojiiers, Philadelphia; Mrs. Caro- 
lyn'lpillard, of At^nta, Georgia di- 
rector-Workers Service Program; 
.Ruth J Martin, chairman, Knoxville 
Workers' Education Council; Harold 
Kibbons, Louisville, Ky., T. W. U. 
A.; Myles Horton, e d ucational di- 
rector, Hi gHlflnder 'Folk — School 
Monle^le ' Edward T. Ta i lag l K T fl t 
TlP^-^rjSldent, A. F. H. A., and Ten- 
nessee, director. T. W. U. A., Carl 
|G.' [Thompson, Jr., field representa- 
jtive. Southern Summer Scbdol for 
[Workers, North Carolina; BiUfWoJir. 
"ramatics and music direct oh. 
puthem Summer School for W/>r." 
Mi Mrs. Louise Leonard McLart 
' 'rector of Southern Summer Sen© 
;llsheville, N. C* Natoantoghtd* 
.dramatics director, L L. r G. W, 
t ChattanoQfa. : .' 
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Dsar ^ 

I wish to acknowlodg* roo«ipt of your IciUr 
AiUd toy 33, 1940, and it* tnclowrt. 

Tour courtoiy *nd intart*t In bringing thii 
information to w? attention ara indaad •ppraoUUd. *» . • 
^ sTa^Ud £ur tetter i. bain* «dt • «tWr of offloUl 
racord for appropriate attantioa. ^ 

Vary truly your*. 



John Idgar Bootw 
Diraotor 
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CAattonooya, Tennessee 



Dear 



/u y 



Tt is a pleasure indeed %p haoe 
your Utter 0/ tfa* l«, iM0 toc.tKp »«J 

J""*"" conc.rnfiip ,y cddre,, *,/ir # the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 



;0MMUMUA1 IONS ACTION 
MAILED 

MAY2l«4Q * 




7 wont to thank ttoh' for mendina 

*tth best wishes and kind regards, 
Sincerely ycurs, 
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Round Program, flortdn Soft ; ,^ «* *«**«< 

; of |SM to «n. TranMbi D. li i t n iM *» fa* ******** P***** «***.** i - . 
ffeboat. wO* tom*m Baiardaj. alcfieJlat* pWW^ tar M • j |*n» »«»**» A , fi S 

tattf*%*Mttt» at fib* i*mL 1ki«^ltpMi Ma -Mylaa * frapar CtaO.** Aia^andbOa.aTork- 
.an, Alrwrtor, u>4 Bin. Immil'i ■«,'« wtt a* Moat *f m f*fl it^BUMrf |ftfl0»/aar« 
*, *» fajtnAactarj imm l» -II.; / % * * -y • J^ .'' 2 *- *, iii f*° ' «* "■— »» ■ * *rf fr * '" 
"«f > * -By MYlis POrAmJ VW&f$£ t Jfc SSJr'^fc 

GLK, Tenn, May 6.-Ma ftanklin IX Boo*-, Ji^S^piABol^lfrirfor *c 
t apealricg to a gathering of Highlander fv&k SAoal *§a^ p» edited turner aTorlsara mr* * 
^ and friends attending the Southern Conference, for 
Welfare to Chattanooga, said: * - '£■.'£. ;>A^j^ 
'♦rtjreaHy tfttefeirtodki »*** r» are doing, fartf ia d 



^fhe. 



'Tb» Hitf»l«wi«r Folk School, mn+ 





efaairman, Pr. TranMGraham, *ad otter' conference,; 

_. ..^ rW ,.;«! Vr> TtoUevelt to the »*eting. l V ... J 

i4hlAmi#r folk n*4»rwi1 an»- ' - ■ ■ ■'+■■ ' ' ^jtij 



aanaAafeYOattieajaarfacOnamicJMt *«»_*%» Tax Ijdfct- Henry. 

*s Am Soufti. .aKUertQaV.pirffc. « eitlaeo of Gaundy County] 
eri«Mic» «rf democratr b in which One eehool ir seated, madc^ 
et^y «We*c aaai &*i at wut 

**->i»i**r4 <m « naistbod a* vaH 




Hiailandw a*r«*» wtta 
*KieS « auk* <• 




-?rt ft? B eanier m r y * * ' 
Haicm traijaiD** arniafia are 
'jsi * pert ef • yfter-round 

*H •**.•",?>; * " , ' 

-/tetania tionaJ prea- 

aW&Ibjmd Worker*jjf 

i*3epb 

;j S» jprto* terra »-tlh a 



KVbkh 4a h«u« *»ke« «d *• * afecafaf »Sn«aif « Hie «qcwr-%a^ 

,wpr«^<a>tirtVy«Mftouti»caC0D- Ma «r atona4 • ausafira aniM 

«^^a»fmi ( rK« B MWatlki^JU«1a- K K^W ^>U»«lam t \ i H i Mfr jfc 

v <aApU7.*»«itharifacBteU0(.*«M (» avail '«*■■«■* *• *«w 

fjOT «aTTH*U« TAKES FABT P'WJ* **^ ^ulLr aai fc& 

fane!, diacimioiu on oTt»nUinx. J* »a£!!L. JSlT MMMMai 

potlWactivitiB.aduatiflo to local g»^ SSJl^iTjSS 
unionTfand labor teji^Uon wer. t^XJ^i^V 
t>«aBalnfe«4urro(tbata»ttBtBs. f ««* ^^L^X?^? 

Half 8*oo«.TWU A director tnao F* J™? 3- .J^ <.T^ 
KactdSkr waa cha irman of the Ala- laaod* aaractor. Tac v.000 

(DC T>»bor Sooaa." aab: 




waVa eeuna «i asaoA *AUeUr 
Aaat aW».feto«mlwrmfi»i3 
ayractor *r tU*oafi»rj* laoaataia' 
WorkanT CmtMteci, 



aran and auppe^. v ,r/ 
1 ' HaculaT''coaraBa ia foUb 
^j Sac Twsainf a union aaactlnt. miav 
l! ftocrapfcie* aj ram aa VX kaaor aaot 
and Vktarr vara adpo^i 
*y wack-aad tsfttuta* 
aacrtatke, >et9zat.and 







*^?y«a anaiaaday a»Jted »m umwa a*l atocnar dtocJar oX1W aaaaacal 11 ia-H'^j 

_^ ^-..^,,4 lo«rid». 55^^ T^a^i^^T* KSln* aaiatof «| V 

.k^ «*«*!«.♦ ?SiS 5? AJtonW=«i«ce, aoo&era dJrectOK Latcd Vaa i-VI_al BfUaadar 

8^SS0K*fl« *\*a: acboeia. -. - .. JBuQer. |*«aJdeot, BooUa-ra Twert 
t&3^ O? p OUM Uaatlf * jFannerf* Snkc; Frank VcC a TH saer 

Jltea-V.ip* *»^ SP^SSTSSKPS j5£ 

Onmdy 



*w^i A» national oftToa «f 

o«V4«i i&ce "Workem, and 
* . " Xar*, aa aCHrSal c< la- 
v^> w«H*»n t^oMftrt Jadu>on _ _ _^_ 

^JF* 1 .**. , ? u *??. t f..*? *S*.* «^lrwttaA£WA,ladthapaAelo«adu- 




a^ta earl aa politieal attain. Coen- 

ivtiR^iiM anan mort ty and ooub- 

ir*\ <& ffijChiacdar, laekto^a 

**•-- ■■ • '.« v . * - *> fc * ■ 

MnY aaW sAacfl I 

«f wlia-t tt tart 0$ Ok coca- 

t» iralch U ip ioeatad.- J . 

d**e**« apoakind anr-< 

«erea awre: It 8*j»w»»ea, 

Warttarir TWkc fotarQaa*' 

•^■.uttJoe^ladicr Ga/tnact 




CTaak. cbalrtaan at 
Cotmtr , l*aaor*a 
Leafua^sra naunben at tba paaaL 
rmna/foactaj; genera] jrgaaixar 





lofcal vclon/. Other aaoll' fl 

atalf former* 
BlfbUDdan Cazl 

▼• M 

;andBqa> 

Bkaaan Wcttara.; 

Aaarieania- 
tfaatoswa 




aai tta tarm. ^a ate 
aaraBaaa to att Jn am ttta 
loa at jroo4«B» add >taaai 
toutftem arganlsara Bock 
ba dapacaofc k aa ardanli 
< #«tW atoali3av\|aa 
rhfcfe *Ja aptanfaatta a Bat' 

" /•>^^/^aJ£T>aVl 
WAKXMNO a»CtaT«tl^aU 

tba «A««kaains «mt9> aw aa] 

for FrtAtJvrvaoJa*- aariaa dr 

ottta: 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Dear Sir: 

For your information, I am transmitting herewith 
copies of an anonymous communication dated _, 1OA0 
received at the Bureau in an envelope postmarked y 24 19AO 
at 



Cowan, T«nziMM«« 



>l 



Very truly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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De^rtment of Justice 
Washington D. C. 



ckiminaT i^onttW^/-"' ?• Uav 24th# l940 



T 



s~« 



Gentlemem- 



n l ^ 



£ 



MAY ? 7 '940 j 

- JfV^-F 5 1 v V E ) -O P i- / T -? A ."!??-? "■ 

Kotinpc in the naper wfeere-*you~fire~ "desirous o fire cri strati on of J Aliens to 
prevent Sabotage, I am addressing your attention to tneC^Highlander Folk 
School" located here, /which has been reported to the F.B.I, for inveiftirat* ~* 
alrea^v;and was informed of this Investigation through an item in our 3pc;' 
Cofcnty Paper Just alfhort time back, and to forestall suspicion, the ? *aJ.*~ 
manager, A Mr. MileA/ Horton, collected up a few children of his local patron: 
and went to Chattanooga the evening of Mrs. Roosevelt's visit there, making 
It appear that the school was devoted to the /education of children. 

The actual head of this school is a Ur. j n DOMBB0NSKI«, which name in it- 
self sounds suspicious; Believeing any one having something to hide from the 
publie, is not worthv of public consideration, and a menace to' the public an 
comnunitv, I wish to state that I have been in the school on several occasio. 
and I never saw a child there as a student, and I have Been and know of adul 
be in* there for what they claim to educate them for holding better positions 
but the general consensus of opinion i6 that t^ey are taught -how to better 
control their unions and how to cause an* c&rry on strikes. * 

Believing this to be a startine: ne6t of Communists, arid believing it to 
be due for a thorough investigation, and knowing that this Mr. Dombronskf i£ 
now traveling throughout the States especially where there is hopes of cauei 
strife or strikes, thought it to be worthy of note to you. , 

Should you wish any further information or if I can be of any service i 
this or any other capacity, serve you, address me as a Member- of/ General 
Kirby-Smith Post, 1 89 3, ^Veterans of Foreign Wars, of the U.sy Cowan Xenn. 



i - 



\ ' 



Respectfully 
^OtkAHfcitizen. 
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Inoxvllle, Tennessee 
August 3, 1940 
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Special Agent in Charge 
lieaphis, Tennessee 



■•s Ma. 



BPXONAQS 



j^xaaaoHsn 



Our Sirs 



There it forwarded herewith a copy of 
Bureau letter dated July 30, 1940 (Bureau file 
#6l-75H) • which letter transmitted an anonyaoue 
coflnmnicatlon dated itay 24, 1940, received at the 
Bureau in an envelope postmarked at Cowan, Tenn- 
essee. 

In view of the fact that Cowan, Tennessee 
is located In the Memphis territory, a copy of the 
anonymous letter is being furnished your office 
for appropriate attention* 

Ywy truly yours. 



: 



-to 



\ WAK:AB 



W. A, UORPHT, 

Special Agent in Charge. 



Bureau 
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Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
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August 30 1940, 



Mr, J.Edger Hoover 
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F*B»X« Washington 
\\ D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 

I have just learneu of the existence 

in Tennessee of a school called "Highlander's Falls 

School", has been in operation for about 18 years, 

and is reported to teach Communistic doctrine while 

endeavoring to influence the local elections; in fact 

they have made themselves quite obnoxious-*! ^ 

RECORDED & INDEXED * \\, J^ J_ r f /■ (g 
This information is passed: on 4 t g >6u - 

only because of the report that certain well .-Renown 

people In Goverment circles are helping to support 



,,t 



4 1 J .0 



the school and are sending Boys to the school* 



*& 



I am sorry not to be able to gitfe Jo 
the exact location of the school but I know your organ- 
ization will spot the place In a hurry • 

May I as just an ordinary American 







offer to you and your grand organization a hearty word ,-, ; 



of real appreciation. 

Respectfully submitted 

Joe 
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Saptaabar 10, 1940 
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gm mi*, Ohio 



X wish io ackaowlada-* rac«ipt of joar 
lattar datad August 30, 1940. 

Tour court**/ and lntaraat in bringing 
Vila infomation io ay attantion arc lato*3 appraciaiad, 
and jou aajr b« aaaurad jour lattar will racaiva appropriat* 
conaidaratiotu 

Slnoaraljr jours, 






John Edgar Boovar 
Dlraoter 
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Deleted under exemption(s) ___X_____ with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 
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Hovanhar 4* 1940 
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■aahYllla, Taon 



Daar 



*v«- 



2 vlan to aaknowladsa /our lattar raaalvad at thla 
Bureau Oetober 24, 1*40, and to thank you far yoor coarteay 

and Interest In wltin* aa 70* did. 

•t • • • p- ■- 

I nav* aotod with lntareat tfa« information contalnad 



la your latter, and If you eere to mwl the identity of the 
inf oxmant to atton rou aaka ref erecee, I ahould be pleaaed to 
b&va hi* interviewed eoneerainf tba eabject aatUr af fear 
latter. 

For jour information Mr. C. E* Fiaretone la Special 
A^ent la ChArga af oar toaaarille Field Of flea looatad at 
407 Haailten Rational Bank Building Inoxville, Teoneeeeo, 
and rour cooperation In fumlahlng an/ additional data par* 
talnln* to tha intamal security of thla country to a)r» j 
Fieratone would indeed ba af raal assistance, 
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Director 
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Special kgm% In Chart* 
Mewphia, Tenneaeee 



Dear 81rt 

Attached hereto jou will find copy of 

Bureau letter of BoT oaber h,l%0 (6 1-7511 

dreaaed to ________^___ ^ 

§■■0 MaahTllle, Tennatfeee, together 'wit Kilt «£ 

encloaure. Thie la furnlahed for couplet top o£ 

your f Ilea* ft) o 

, u, oo 
' ji < 
Texy truly yoara^^ 

tj — 

"O <S 




CKPtAB 



C - Bureau 



C. X. FIKRSTOM, 
Special Agent in Charge* 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 
Koveabtr 6, I940 



Special Agent In Charge 

Menphis, Tennessee „ 

Dear Siri 

With furthsr reference to my letter of Koveaber 5, lf40 
transmitting a copy o ^ureau l etter of the preceding day (61-7511) * 
addraaaed to ^| ■■■■I Bash- #?£-- 

vllle, I aa herewith forwarding the original of the Bureau's letter 
on which el || had added a number, of ©©wnanta. A copy of 

^notations are not being retained by this office nor 

is her lstter being acknowledged because it would appear that there 
is nothing specific in her oonplalnt and It seems that possibly 
she is a bit on the erratic side and with vry little encouragement 
might engage in extenslre point lea a correspondence. The letter la 
being forwarded for the conflation of your files. 

Very truly yours , 



C. K. FERSTOMK 
Special Agent in Charge 
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December 7» 1940 
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VMM 




ftaahville, Tennessee 



Dear ^^ 

Receipt la eoknowledged of your letter, with 
enclosure, dated Novenber 7* 1W# and I desire to thank 
you ibr your Interest In again corresponding with this 
Bureau. 

As I bare previously advised, Kr. C. JU Ficrstona 
is Special Agent in Charge of the Knaxville, Tennessee, PU1A 
Division, end any date you deen to be of interest to this 

Bureau ©an be submitted direotly to hi** 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
.... QLreotor 



00 - Knoxville (with copies of incoming) 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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#ed*ral Surrau of tnuesttgal 
limtrfc &tatr» Srpnrtnitfnt of $u*tice 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
November 16, 1940 
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etter of November 4, 1940 




Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau 
(61-7511) addressed to 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

As wil l be noted fro m my letter of November 8, 1940 to the 
Memphis Office, fll^HHHfc added a number of extensive comments on 
the original of the Bureau's letter to her and transmitted it to me. 
Because of the rambling nature of her communication, it was not ack- 
nowledged and no copy of it was retained at this office. 

Today I am in receipt of a long two -page communication from 
(■QB HHHft The communication is on two sheets of paper and is 
fully co vered on both sides. T he first sheet is on the letter head 

of 4BB|BBBBB^^M^M|Mfj'ashville, while the second is on the 
letter head o£ M ■^■1 BP Nashville . 



fy& 



Jfl 



Cs 



4n 



c~ 



VJhile parts of her communication are undecipherable, it ap- 
pears that fl HP is dissatisfied with almost everything in the 
world, and besides expressing her views on the present world situation, 
she gives an extensive genealogical outline of her own ancestry. En- 
closed with the letter was a newspaper clipping pertaining to the High- 
lander Folk School and the first couple pages of the September issue 
of the Reader's Digest, ell of which appear to be much ado about noth- 
ing in particular. 

It appears from the rambling context of 41 Hpletter 
that she is carrying the burdens of the world on her shoulders because 
she touches generally on communistic tendencies, religious proclivities, 
her own genealogy, the recent election, etcetera, etcetera. 



*6?C- 



47 



c~ 



No acknowledgment is being made to 
by this office and it is suggested that in the event 



communication 
urther 



J I Jtm 24 13b) 
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Director - 2 - November 16, 1940 



writes the Bureau, that no reply be made because she evidently needs 
very little encouragement to spend long hours in writing out her 
worries. 

By carbon copy of this letter, 1 H ^letter is being *&-?<, 
transmitted to the Memphis Office for inclusion in its files and no 
copy of it is being retained in this office. 

Very truly yours, 



^a^F^c 



;0^r CKF:PBF C. K. FIERSTONE 

$0!^$?' Special Agent in Charge 

cc - Memphis (Enclosure) 
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Xnoxrilla, Tannaaav 
Dacaafcar 10, 1940 




1 t 



Special A#ant in Chan* 



Dur Strt 

Transmit tad btrowith will ba found «opiM 
of Buraau lettar (to SffU.) datad Dtcaabor 7« 19M >. 

a^rtmdio .__ ____ 

■■■■■I A ilahvliia^ T«caes»4« 9 togathar with 
photostatic copiM of bar «o«t rtc«t apiatlaa to 
tha Director. . r^ . 

ttj«»» oopiaa, aa ware aopis* of fciraa* 
lettar of ttoveafcer 4, 19//) » &**• bo«n apparently 
inadvertently eent to the JLnoxrille Office be- 
came XaehYille it located in the Maophit district, 
and thcee copies art being tranacdtted for too , 
completion of your ft la in thl* emtter and nono 

havt baan ratalnad at thla off lot. 

* 

v. *; 

Tary truly yourt, ' 



Mc~ 
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c. x. raasroxi 

Special A*ent in CharfO 
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FEDERAL 8 
UNITED STATE* 

December 








kith reference to the attached , I ** 
called Congressnantjones and informed *. 
him that I was unatle to find any 
record of anyone in the FBI who 
talked to 'the Congressman yesterday 
with reference to the investi gation 
of the^ichlander Folk School. The 
Congressman stated he called yester- 
day and tclked with a i'r. Holtser 
(phonetic) . The Congressman advised 
that this }/r. Koltser (he stated he 
was not sure of the name but that it 
sounded like Eoltzer) called 'him .back 
t< \t morning and informed him that the 
files on this investigation were 
confidential. I told the Congressman th\sre is 
no one in the Bureau by that name. Be then said 
he called the Department of Justice and Was con- 
nected with someone; that he thought he jwas talk- 
ing with the FBI but that he was probably talking 
with the Department of Justice. 



is possible he was talking with Judct 



Holtsoff. 



I told the Congressman the FBI was not conducting 
an investigation of the Highlander Folk] School 
Of Tennessee* 
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United States Bepartment of Bustlee 
Washington, B. QL 
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to Congressman Jones of Ohio, 
called in personally this "mo mine advising -that the Congress* 
ran had talked with someone in the L'ireau yesterday afternoon 
concerning the investigation of the* Highlander Folk School in 
Tennessee ; that t l e Congressman desired that she, fl HP 

personally review this file to ascertain what investigation 
had been made, 

I informed £j Hi that all files in the Bureau 

nre confidential and that any request for files would of 
ne cessity have to be made of the Attorney General* 's Office; 
however, I informed her further that an inquiry had been made 
recently with reference to the Highlander Folk School and that 
a check of the files of this Bureau had failed to reveal that 
such an investigati on had been made, 

HHH Wfr asked many questi ons concerning the 

Bureau's jurisdiction in matters concerning schools allegedly 
communistic and from the questi ons asked and from her personal 
appearance, I would judge that | HV might be unduly 
interested in radical activities, probably from a sympathetic 
standpoint* 



I have been un 

talking with Congressman 
a call having been recei 

I will call th 
Bureau has not made an i 
School at L'ont Eagle, Te 



able to find any record of anyone 

Jones and there is no record of such 
ved in the Director's Office, 

e Congressman and inform him that this 
nvesti gation of the Highlander Folk 
nnessee. 



All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATExy£pLBY^££dgi& 



Respectfully, ^L^r^JX-.,^- 



DEC 17 1940 



4 



It will be recalled ^ 

with reference to the Hi 
-'r.ozville. I informed 
mat ion furnished was ins 





telephoned the other da, 

a^an^Scho ol of either' Nas h v ilj e _ o r\^* ^ h 
■HiHH at that time that the info'r- . '£? 
ufficient to make a thorough check, -£\ <$ 



"Check Irnn White 11 
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ImJ *u*~ cU 



■ t -4B|B- „ 



Btrmlagham. Atau Oct M. *A 
tittt the White Boom help* 
Fifth Oetamn aetrrtty fa the 






Thii ctmrge enpported by a photo- 
graphic r ep ro duction of in Bee- 
aor Reo«iett'i check, te printed on 
«k matte front cover of a booklet. 

-n» nna count?? fa the 
South." rofaaeod here today from the 

mecOKxtk headquarter* of the ConeU- 
tatlaBMl Fjduc at tanal lAiui. The 
•«**«»% Jeeeph P. Kemp, ftea-Chalr 
team of the League, atao wrefa tn* 
widrty circulated oxpoee. *Tbe Win 
^/^fcraa fa WethJoiton/* * . 

" t*ltoi64r*phs fa the booklet ebow 
Mrs. BooecTett'k cheek for AIO0 
*wm April si, 1H0, on the Bank of 
^rcr York payable to the Highland- 
t*oik. SchooL Blooteegle. Tenn- 
the letter of tranamitial en 
House etettcwry eddreaeed to 
p^ut - ju w Oi mi the School 




Tp* nttbnete 9001 fa 
, the e mtiii oe «f ; «* 




to and 
Ocd. 

it end fee 
■a new eocfal order*.? 

After prcaenttng eaoch 
ante end many ouotatlnhi from CmjT 
amah* documents, Mr. Kemp alarm 
the blunt charge thet the objective 
of the Fifth Column it no 'fake over 
todustryl TO lake tW fiae Sooth' 
to take «W America.* 
.Wtt>0v * tmirtttfafxr 
faent_officlft3e fatjudmg ,e . 
lebor leaders, eburthmeo, edueafan 
iflncntfat and wW-weiunf 
citbens ere heme need as A 
guard for the. ^tr^^^V *^ 1 * 1 ^ 
revolution which already fa 'fa an 
ftlranced, ffafe fa the South, ktr, 
Kemp een.' ^ * " 

Gornxnohweelth Oettepe, at 
Arkansas, which e fa* 



ft«» 



, Furftea 
^^^Uhesuthoi 
rT*5 -TAmfreetfa 

yen ere doing, far It fa t 

work.* eifd Mrs. 

sett wtth the 

fae3et,qfahfan#2res« 

fandered her at 

BOtd faet Apr*. Sh 

pentef. .fa «r> Jranh 

faearfstafa pnivmitr of Moscow 
School for training' 
desti fa C«BS&unjan^J)es 
PATfa J'" ^ 

mar kbverneeent offices] 
torred fa « ptot 
Committee ohd 
as having heen a, regular 



wee f*»**^ tssoo on ennrphy charajasjto e C m warn l ot 
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aa ntofaowskj . according fa the book- land far diepfaymg the Onrnroarth tt iethryh Utk; daughter ; ef 
Set, wes arrested fa F lw **^htfln.] tl «* n ' w * r uatA «fa*i» e» yi««i m* m^lLewh, ^»« recenUy 
- , , ; .-^ ^ /jarhaa- the Cnmmimart*fad American flag, fa naked by Mr- Kemp | with the Oommimiat rectfcm fa 
toxxSit atraeft fa 1*29, end to l«a' dlrecUy with Hlyhlandar Folk School. . Hew York CMP conaentfaPL* " * '* ?* 
anwsht Sonet poafan from Baacta ' B* guofaa from e Joint adTertUemew ] A photograph fa the booklet 
-5-h.V: 



pohUalMd by the too 
which they appealed for 



Frank Qrahom and e^Aaa J 
Dnberetty of Chicago gradaala 

of the fbunden of fr^^gfapW 
Mr. Kamp quotas B^rfacx jfa 
tag ttsat the achoot ' 



t^re fadd m> by 

*-r ir a- -aedltfaua.- 

"** ---*-.Tffle 
«aftfa newspaper evpportlng Final J "muatratod with the naoal faOlng 
«rat KooaevaJt far a thkd farm, fa baby* jfetseai, «bj» ad/ertkWnentJ 
♦ene e< the many eooreee tooted fa faaturat a afa fame n t fa/ Vfat Freer l 
oarsiora Mr. Kemp* ^fadlctrnent * dentfal Candidate Henry - frallace, Portonlty fa street 
Viba* Bcwspaper faTcettgafad Hfcn- who mm wrote prakw of lento. »*yo«tfa nary •—* 
faodeff polk school last year end, ao- Muaaolfal and Stt^.^he.f^wfatfan.^ff^ •*?»•■ 
osrdtag fa the K&mp bookfav mt . reade: -^ (V!'-^?:' .*/ ^ »- -. j ?♦ «12?5 : l!?!lSJf 
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January 4, 1941 



HIOHUiEJjF. FCLK SCHOOL 



,-»■-. There appeared in The CIO News for December 2, 1940, 
on Pa^e 8, the following item: "Support^ijhlander Folk School" 



"The program and aims of the Highlander 
Folic School at Kont eagle, Term ., were 
endorsed by the CIO convention, and 
efforts to discredit and defame the 
school were condemned as f an attack on 
the progressive labor movement of the 
South.* 

•Highlander conducts a year around program 
of education, recreation and organization. 
In addition to six weeks' resident terms, 
it holds institutes, conferences and co- 
operates with unions in field work. These 
activities the convention declared, f have 
made the school a target for attacks of 
anti-labor forces.' " 
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j»*-,._„_ bureau of JnupBttgattan 

18rtit*& states Steparitmnt af 3u*tUt 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 9, 19U 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C v 

Dear Sir : * \ 

During the investigation presently being 
made of the Highlander Folk School it -was necessary 
to photograph a large number of documents, part of 
■which had to be used immediately in the investigation. 
Consequently, the photographs were developed and those 
few needed for immediate investigation were enlarged. 

The forty- two negatives which were not *. 
needed immediately are being enclosed and the Bureau 
is requested to furnish this office with two enlarged 
copies of each. It is not necessary that these be 
enlarged to their natural size but only need to be 
enlarged to a size which will permit them to be easily 
read, When these enlargements are received, the Knox- 
ville office will submit a supplementary report con- 
cerning the information on them. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Very truly yours, 

C. K. FIERSTCNE, 
Special Agent in Charge, 



61-12 

Enc. 
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April 15, 19a 





Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
i»D7 Hamilton National Bank 
KnoxvUle, Tennessee 



12995 



Rgt RKMJUraSR FOLK SCHOOL 
XKTSRHAL SECURITY - C 



•x- 



•*v 



Dear Sir: 

Aa requested in your letUr to the Bureau 
dated April 9, 19U-, there are enclosed herewith, two 
enlarf**i photographic prints of each and the forty- , 
two r«m tires of photographs taken in connection with 
" above entitled matter. 

Very truly yours. 



-4 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 2k, 191*1 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

•.Washington, D» C. 





raGH_ij^DER_Fqu: SCHOOL 
^^lionteagie/ Tennessee 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Dear Sir: 



Please refer to the letter from Knoxville to the Bureau 
dated October 6, 1959; letter from the Bureau to Kemphis, dated 
October 13, 1939, and October JO, 1939, Bureau file No. 61-7558, 
-which c oncerne d a report made by^HBHHHHHIflP 
ftHMHl HiHI^HMiMMfr on this school. It will be noted 
that the Knoxville Office could not locate a copy of this report 
at that tj«e and advised that the report appeared to have been made 
for th»^Sierican Federation of Labor and to have been forwarded "to 
Y.TLUAJ£*fi3E£M$ its President, The Bureau in its letter dated October 
30, referred to above, advised that no further effort should be made 
to obtain copies of this report through the American Federation of 
Labor. 



4ip 



4i<^ 



A copy of this report was located by Special Agent 4HP 
in the possession or^HHlMfe Assistant Postmaster at 
Chatta nooga, Tennessee, and another copy was also found by Special 
Ar-snt-4g^HI in the possession of^mMH BHHP 

MB HV C^ 19 °f these copies is being attached hereto for 
the Bureau. It will be noted that this report Is dated Hay 8, 1935* * 
and was made by 4| HH| HBMBMHHMBlF jK *)^ 

Copies of five affidavits, which wereattached to the original of this 
report, are also being enclosed. 



was located in Knoxville, Tennessee, where 
he is employed by the City, and the report was gone over with him 
to determine if he had any additional information in his possession, 



4ip 



■ ' information contained 
'nEREIN is unclassified 
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He advised that the investigation had been made so long ago that he had 
no recollection of the details of the report, but after reading it ad- 
vised that he had been very careful to report only facts in this inves- 
tigation. Y»hen questioned regarding the reason for this investigation 
having been made, 4HHHBHP advised that a grant of about $15,000 
had been made by the United States Government to the Highlander Folk 
School for the installation of printing equipment, but that a report 
had reached the Governor of the State of Tennessee from some source 
regarding the communist teaching of the schoo}, and that the Governor 
had personally requested that this investigation be made before the 
check was sent to the school. 4HIMIBHI advised that he personally 
discussed this matter with the Governor of the State of Tennessee at 
the date his report was made and that as a result of his belief that 
the school was definitely communistic, the Governor had refused to . 
grant the money to the school and had blocked the payment of the $15,000 
which had been authorized. 



advised that he knew of no connection of the 
American Federation of Labor with this investigation and that so far 
as he knew no copy had been forwarded to the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, vaLLIAK GREEN, at Washington, D. C. This matter 
is being further reported on in the case entitled above in a report 
which is now in the process of dictation. 

Very truly yours, 



J'/L 




C. K. EEERSTONE 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Report made at 
KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
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This case originated at KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 

Date made T Period 

/ 3/11-15,17-22, 
2U>25/±4l; 



File No. 61-12 



Report made by 



\jStc^ 



AEB 



Title 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



Character of case 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



SYNOPSIS j 



Jt'lt^ 



ALL INFORMATION SiNTAINED 



mc 



Organization, location and directing personnel ' 
set out. Lists of teachers and sponsors obtained. 
^■■H M sources of income indicate Communist 
Party support. • Informants Chattanooga show toads 
of school attended Communist Party meetings J Affi- 
davits and correspondence gathered by C. HyfKILBY 
copied and enclosed show Communist teachings at . - 

school.. /tf/o« -n> *>'****"?**!**,,. 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , x - P - * »»"<« ^SBEELFZ*** 

DETAILS: Numerous complaints received in the Knoxville Office %zCu?~<£f 
concerning Communist activities at the Highlander Folk ** w^. 
School made it desirable to investigate the school and its "VIP** 

•NCU^UU; ATiMP^nnel. 



This report is_ a result of joint investigation by Special f^T^y.* 
. Agent «■«■■■» and the writer. ^tPR^SJtf 

Approved and / 






Forwarded 



1jCZ^-^5^^^^^ _ 



Copies: 
{ ($) Bure au ( En c . H:; fi )2 Miami 
i 2 Birmingham(Enc)2 Now Orleans 
I ? Poston 3 E. J. CONI^LLEY, 

2 Buffalo ,. New York 

2 Charlotte \'' 2 Washington Field 
2 Cbiccjfo" - U Knoxville 

2' Deceit/ .. 

}t ^ 7961 




>TED 



V 



~t 



o 



HIGHLANDER FOD: SCHOOL 




61-12 J^IO-U 



~^J> 



The following informatio n on the organization of thg 

lander Folk School was obtained fi 



High- 




The Highlander Folk School was organized during 1952 on 
ground donated by Dr. LILLIAN W.VoOHNSON, whose present mail\atidress is 
121; East Michigan Avenue, The Pifims, DeLand, Florida. MYLE^ORTON and 
JAiv£SyC0IJBR0\7SKI were believed to be the active organizers of the school. 
The land was donated by Dr. JOHNSON because she believed that it would 
benefit the local inhabitants and would educate them and improve their 
working conditions. 

A charter was issued to the Highlander Folk School on Jan- 
uary 31, 193J4 by the State of Tennessee and this charter is recorded with 
the Tennessee Department of State in Volume 0-12, page lL.6, in the office 
of the Secretary of State at Nashville, Tennessee. The school was chart- 
ered by JULES HORTON, ELIZABETH /lAYES, JAMES DOMBRCTSKI, RUPERT/HAMPTON, 
and I>'IALCOIidCHISHOLLI. f / 




j> n 



The Highlander Folk School is located in Grundy County, 
T2nn^ssee, about two miles north of Monteagle, Tennessee, on State Road 
u /o going toward Tracy City, Tennessee. This section is mountainous and 
heavily wooded. 

Three persons are reported to have been associated with it 
in a directing capacity almost from- the start of the school up to the 
present time. 

MIIES HORTON, Director of Education, is the one whose name 
is most often mentioned as being the leader of the school, and lives 
>n the school grounds with his wife and his father and mother. 



'arreus arridavits _ mentioned later in this report as exhibits show 
^TTES HORTON teaches Communism and has solicited membership in the Toung 
Communists' League from various persons, locally, HORTON is also reported 
to have been one of the founders of the Commonwealth College at Mena, 
Arkansas. HCRTGN is reported to hav>; spent two years in Russia, but it 
has not been possible to determine even an approximate date. 
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JAMES DGMBROWSKI, Secretary of the Highlander Folk School, 
is the person who signs all of the mail sent out by the school requesting 
contributions and designates himself on these letters as chairman, with- 
out saying what he is chairman of. In a letter addressed by 
Athe ns , Te nne ssee. 
to fl BHH| ^"Sweetwater, Tennessee, dated November 16, 
19i+0, D0I4BR0WSKI is reported to have signed a bulletin issued by the ' 
Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in 193U stating they 
would "make every effort to promote the world revolution and to secure 
Governmental power for the victorious revolution by arming the workers 
and by preparing the working class to turn imperialist war into class war." 
He is also reported to have solicited persons to join the Young Communists' 
League at the school. 



i/haw] 



ELIZABETH DAY/HAWES, better known as ZILLA/HAWES, has been 
active as a teacher in the school from its beginning and is reported to 
have been especially strong in her teaching of Communistic principles and 
how they can be used in labor agitation. She is marr i-.il to FRANZ/ DANIEL 
and both are listed as being signers with DOMBRGVifSKI of' the bulletin of 
the Socialist Party's Revolutionary Policy Committee mentioned above under 
JAiES DOHBROIVSKI'S name. 

A photograph of the above mentioned letter dated November 16, 
19U0 written by 4| M> is being enclosed as Exhibit No. i. <4Hl 

JHHP is in Florida at the present time, too ill to be interviewed, and 
is not expected to live. A lead is being set out to contact the State 
.Americanization Committee of the Imerican Legion at Nashvil le to locate 
the Socialist Party bulleti n referred t o % The original of JHIBBflBP 
letter is in possession of ^IPHBI Tracy City, Tennessee. 

Several other persons are presently living at the school and 
appear to have some official connection with the school of a more perma- 
nent nature than thos^ listed later as teachers. 
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m SKIING, whose home 

.ssissAppi Avenue, Signal Mountain, Tennessee, anil -whose 
mother, ^rs. FR'iKK G.7C0NKLTNG, runs an antique shop in Red Bank, Tenn- 
essee, is emplo yed at the Hi ghlander Folk School and lives there at the 
present time. 4BHMHBP Postmaster at Montcagle, Tennessee, says 
LOUISE COMUlKyi s secre tary of the school and recently replaced Miss 
LOUISE GRATHAM/DICHMAN, -who is presently residing at 233 West Menomonee 
Street, Chicago, Illinois, 



JANEZaL 



Miss JAN]/ ALLEN was reported by^ to have 
arrived at the school on about March 15, 191A and seems to be helping 
c*.rry on the business of the school, but her exact duties and position 
are not known • She is believed to be from Flinty Michigan as letters 
from the school are being addressed to Mr. and Mrs, XI. R.f ALLEN, 1701 
East Hamilton Avenue, Flint, Michigan. Letters adores secy to Flint, Mich- 
igan did not make their appearance until after Miss ALLEN arrived at the 
school. 

Mr. 'C H. KILBY, an employee of the Vo-u-'ssee Consolidated \ 
Coal Company, whose' office is at Tracy City, Tennessee, has been extremely j 
interested in getting the Highlander Folk School out of Grundy County J 
because of the trouble they have stirred up there among the "SPPA employees 
and the bugwood cutters and this matter has almost reached the point of 
being an obsession with him. He has organized a committee of local resi~ 
dents of the better class which call themselves the Grundy County Crusaders, 
vthoere sole purpose is to combat the Highlander Fclk School and its teach- 
ings. The antagonism that each of these groups feels for the other has 
'reached such a point that there was danger of open conflict between them 
during November of 19I4D and it was feared for a time that local citizens 
would burn the Highlander Folk School building. In all contacts in this 
investigation, the persons interviewed were questioned regarding Mr. KILBY 
and they were uniformly of the opinion that he is a reputable citizen 
and that his feeling toward the school is a patriotic desire to rid the 
county of a subversive influence. Those interviewed were also questioned 
regarding the possibility of Mr. KILBY' S position with the coal company 
and the labor troubles rtiich coal companies occasionally have being 
responsible for his feeling in the matter, but everyone advised they had 
never heard Mr. KILBY make any remarks against organized labor and in fact 
believed that he was entirely in favor with it. There was no evidence 
that the Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company was furnishing any financial 
aid to lu'r. KTLPY or r^rv^sto.ng +.h?»t he carry on his activities against the 
school. 



- u- 



L 



O 



J&lo 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



61-12 



u-io-ia 




Mr. KILBY has amassed quite a large quantity of corres- 
pondence , leaflets, printed matter and such which the school has dis- 
tributed and has obtained numerous affidavits from persons who have been in 
the school as students and from natives who have had some connection tdth 
tho school. These signed affidavits are being set cut as Exhibits Ncs. 3 
through 20. It vail be noted that in almost every instance these affi- 
davits mention the Communist flag being displayed on the platform of the 
schcel, teachings of a definite Communist nature, and attempts on the 
part of several of those connected with the schcel tc get others to join 
the Young Communist League. Where the Young Communist League is mentioned 
-.. these affidavits, tho persons identifying the card were shown a 
Young Communist League Membership Card which has been photographed and 
is being included with this report to the Bureau as Exhibit No. 24. It 
T«as not possible to determine the origin of this card and the names on it 
arc not known in Grundy County. This card is presently in Mr. KILBY' S 
possession. 
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Exhibits No. 21 and 22 are included wi + h the affidavits 
in Kr . KILBY 1 S, file but have not been signed as yet. Mr. KILBY reports 
Ui-t 4HBBBHHBBI is entirely cooperative so copies of these two 
exhibits are being sent t o the Bi rmingham Office so that they can get a 
complete statement from Jfl^^ regarding the teachings and the teachers 
at the school at the time he attended. 

Exhibit No. 23 is a proposed affidavit which covers the 
details of the article written by JOHN McDOUGAL BURNS, reporter for the 
Nashville, Tennessean, during his attendance in the school in 1939. Copies 
of these newspaper articles have previously been furnished to the Bureau 
and are not being set cut again. 




Exhi bit No. 2 is a report of ttM Hi i^de while he 

on' May 8, 1935, to 

at that time. 

has been interviowed in the Knoxville Field Office concerning this 

report and he advises that it was made at the request of the Governor of 
.'.nnfessee because a grant of money about tc be made to the Highlander 
"" lu School by the United States Government tc finance a pr inting plant 
was objected tc by American Legion officials. JMHI^BM^P said he was 
definitely of the opinion that the school ?/as Communistic and that as a 
ro-sult cf his recommendations, the grant of money tc the schcel was not 
made , 
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TEACHERS 



In order to indicate the type of persons who have instructed 
students at the Highlander Folk School, this section of the report will 
set cut the names cf these known to have acted as teachers at the school 
in the past, A descriptive folder put cut by the Highlander Folk School 
fcr its school year 1936, lists the following teachers; 






MILES HORTQN, 
JAKES DOMBROVJSKI, 
ELIZABETH DAY HAV7ES, 
RUPERT Ett!PTON # 



dated 



The photostatic copy of the report^f _ 
Llay 8, 1935, which is Exhibit No. 2, shows HHD-^HUBERT to have been cne 
c? the teachers at that time. 



49C 



JOHN McDOUGAL BURNS in his articles it? the Nashville, 
?ennesieaa In 1953, a report of which is Contained i... * : ^^o. 23, 
J1B , ■ Vv^:v>nai Instructors as WILLI Al/BUTTRICK, Br, ,j*THUiriUPER, 
S^lM^CHELt, NLRB, and FRANK I COFFEE, of Social Security. 

In the unsigned statement of «■■» Exhibit No. 21,^ 
-.';-.. followinn are listed as teachers at the school: 

FRANZ MttlEL (husband of ZILLA HATAKS), 

WALTEHrPEARSOM^/ 

J. TiflTHERSPOOfKDODGE (API! and Southern 

/Conference for Human Welfare), 
DOtfMEKEJ^ 
HERBEByv/lIXIAiS,.. 
R. H/BRA2EL, 
* CLTDywiUIAUS, 

A ccpy of the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander 
" -Y School, dated February, 19Ul> is listed as Exhibit Mo .25 # ana shows 
,' >: lowing as instructors or workers in the school in addition to those 

listed above? 
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CIAUDIA LEWIS, 
IL\R}7IAWRANCE, 
ZILPHIA/hORTON (wife of MILES HORTON). 

This issue of the Highlander Fling also lists an Executive 
Council v.'hich had just been formed to work vdth directors of the school, 
formulating programs and policies. This council met at the school De- 
cember lUth and 15 th and arranged a pre grain for 19^1. It should be noted 
that all of th::se listed have at seme time in the past conducted panel 
discus siens during resident torms of the Highlander Folk School: 

BERNARD BORAH, Southern Director, Amalgamated Clothing 

I Workers of America, 

ROY/ REYNOLDS, President, Printing Pressmen's Union, 

) Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
LUCY RANDOLPH/ 111S0N, Public Relations Representative 

I for the C.I.O., 

EDWARD S4 CALLAGHAN, Vice-ft-esident and c .n thorn Director, 

• Unerican Federation of Hosiery Workers, 

PAUL R.I CHRISTOPHER, Executive Secretary, Tennessee Industrial 

I Union Council, 

GEORGE TITLER, United Mine Workers o-f America, District 50, 
Dr. ALBERT JBARNETT, Professor of The.lcgy, Scarritt College, 

1 Nashville, Tennessee, 

l/ATT\LYNCH, American Federation of Hosiery Workers and 
Chairman of the Highlander F-lk Schcc'l 

VI Alumni Association, 

ALTONp^avTRENCE, Southern Representative, Labor* s Non-Partisan 
League, 
i.YHEW, Professor of Religion, Vanderbilt University, 
1 Nashville, Tennessee, 

JOE J)CB3S, Plumbers 1 Union, A.F. of L., Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

LEONyWILSON is pre sen -ly connected vdth the Highlander Folk 
School in some capacity as a teacher and iives at the school. The High- 
iana;r Fling, Exhibit No. 25, lists an article written by LEON 7/ILSON 

.ghlander Folk School, An Informal History." It does net sa] 
where this article vras published. 
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Reverend JOHN B. THOMSON (A. P.M. and Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare), is listed as a former instructor at the Highlander 
Folk School in a letter written by 1ft LE5 HORTON dated Novem ber 5, 19U0, J\n* 
which is quoted on page 150 of the report of Special Agent |^l p v" /£•" 

Washington, D. C, February 17, 19U1, entitled/ AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION. 
On page 151 of the same report a press release of the Highlander Folk 
School dated October 29, 19U0 lists the following instructors: 

YELVSRTON BOWHERD, Regional C.I.O. Director, 
aJhARTHFLL, National Representative, Labor Nor- 
1§2»_ Partisan League, 

BERNARD BO-UH, Southern Director of the Amalgamated 

Clothing Workers, 
PAUL CHRISTOPHER, Secretary- Treasurer of the 'Wiessee 

Sta*e" Industrial Union Council, 
ALT0I'MA7SZrICE, Southern Director r.f Labor' s I.cn- 

Partisan League, 
7/ILLIAMj EAVES, Director of the VJ^ge and Hours Division. 

Additional persons listed only as speakers are as follows: 



i'ma; 



LUCY RANDOLPH 'MASON, Public Halations Representative 

for the C.I.O. , 
GEORGE (BASS, of the United Rubber Y'or-tcers, 
ELKERJbROBN, President of tht Kev lork Local ~: 
• the Typographical Union, 

VIRGIL /CONNER, Editor of the Southern News Almanac 

(Southern Communist newspaper), 
OR VI LLE /MAS TIN, Cooperative Expert, 
Dr. LILLIAN /JOHNSON, Donor of the Highlander Folk School 

iproper{y> 
JCHKiSCHiiT.Ti:r t> Southern JZepresontatr^. ** t-he United 

tVte-il c.ad 7.nole:aiL ilnpl^yros ->X .'.nte:-ic.\. 
ROY R : ';i^'".:.D f i. ^resident of the Ch^tanooga PrM'ting 

Pressmen's Union, 
IDSRS, Secretary 0? lie 0; v\l Rights Cc-rr.ittee 

of the Southern Conference for Human Tfe If: re, 
DENNIS/NELSON, and 

FRESTOIl/VALIEN, both of Fiske University, 
],:\RGOT/GAYI£, of the' tfomr.n'a .Coirrr.tt^ on Abolition 

of Poll Tax* 
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The Highlander Folk School has been successful in obtaining 
the permission of many important persons to use their names as sponsors 
of the school, itself, or some of its activities. The most important name 
from the standpoint of publicity which they have secured is that of 
EL£A]\ t OR| ROOSEVELT, Exhibit No. 26 is correspondence in the files of Mr. 
C. ::. XIL3Y. In this exhibit it will be noted there is a report from some 
unknown person .three paragraphs in length on an investigation conducted 
concerning >^l£S HORTON. Exhibit No. 25 also contains on the front page 
a prD-i^** 6r -?y of a letter directed by ELEANOR ROOSEVELT to the Highlander 
jv->^ 'School, Exhibit No. 27 is a photograph of a mimeographed sheet 
put out by the Highlander Fclk School publicizing Mrs. ROOSEVELT'S support. 

Exhibit No. 28 is a photograph taken from a newsraoar 
article which published a photostat of the check ano letter vriu^.h she sent 
tc the Highlander Folk School in 19i*0. Exhibit No. 27 is beinr, forwarded 
with all letters sent out by the Highlander Folk Ccnool asking for con- 
tributions from other persons. 

Exhibit No, 29 is a photograph of an announcement sent out 
by th( '•'U^ington Committee of the Highlander Folk School about 'i benefit 
to bo f,lv?o in 'Washington, D. C. on December 6, 192*0. It will be noted 
that " 
tach: 

The Kst of sponsors on this exhibit contains many notable names. r rA-±n£ndj. - 
cativo of the inactive n 9iujp * ^ ? *t "Least a part of this ppcmg^r siap, jP-O/** 

Exhibit v^.- z>v> wnich is an exchange of <Kur<;sDo*'*^»«»« between ma^^mm* *-~aV~/<-' 
Secretary CORDELL/HULL, is enclosod. 



r MCC[ : ROSS has signed the letter of January 27. ?^9l4l which is at- 
.1 to t.-. .s same exhibit and his wife's name appears on the cormi^tee, 




and 



Exhibit No. 31 is a photograph of a circular put out by the 
Highlander Folk School concerning the sponsor shin of the school by JOHN L. 

lests. 

Exhibit No 25, previously mentioned, wc:Ich ■■iprtl:A*-c"*nfc!»d copv 
cf : ;'v. If- t,h Lender Fling, under the headline "Highlander Benefit," reports 
on trr r'lbnington Benefit held December 6, 192*0 and in addition r*vz that 
a New 10 "k Committee gave a theater benefit or* Jir;:"'-y -*2, 192-P. » A 3ist of 
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University of 
the South/at Sewanee, Tennessee, when questioned regarding 4fl IBB students 
•who had gfhovm an interest in the Highlander Folk School, advised that a 

who received his B.A. and Masters Degree from the University 

:he South ___ ^ (PW ^_— ^^ 

H had been curious regarding the courses of inst/uction at the Highlander 

: School and was believed to have take n the s uyrer course there in 19i+0« 

__ says he does not believe that ^B^is a Communist and would 

in all probability give full details of his attendance at the Highlander 
Folk School, A lead is being set out to interview him. 
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Because MYLES NORTON was known to register at the 
">.:. M/in coga. a che ck of registrations was made with the assistance" oJ 
Ws£&k WKt fllHIV advised that he knew all of this group 

::■.-.; in checking through registrations he pointed out of his own volition 
*M fcl lowing persons whom he stated were connected with the Highlander 
Folk School and who had registered at the hotel at various times j 



\ 



BERNARD BOIttH, Registered 
■WSS D01.3R0V/5KI " 



T-' t il CJ;hI3 r ''>rKE;t 
kYLLR MORTON 

ZEIPHIA HORTON 
xILLIAM BUTTRICK 

JURY LWiRENCE 



9-1-1+0, 
1- 2-U\ and 

3-l-U, 

12-30-1*0, 

5-19-Uo, 
5-19-1+0, 
5-19-1+0, 
5-30-1+0. 
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It will be noted that three registrations are shown for May 
19, 19U0 in the names of MYLES HORTON, ZELPHEA HORTON and T/ILLIAM BUTTRICK. 
This is the day preceding the meeting of Com munists menti oned above and 
is probably the group from the school which AHHHI^V remembers as being 
registered at the hotel at about that time. In connection vri th these 
registrations it was noted that DOMBR0W5KI called tel ephone number 
on January 2, 19j«fe. This is the t elep hone number of 




v ^ mmmmm — ^ «^^_ _^_ — — requested CHRISTOPHER to pick up 
a box left at the Park Hotel, Knoxville, by HORTON with the name of the 
Highlander Fol k School on it. This box was exam ined at the Park Hotel by 
Special Agent MHMl and JMHB^HHHi Kncxville Police Department, 
and wan found tc contain a number cf becks, most of which were children's 
stories, and fiction books cf an innocuous nature. Included in the box 
v.-ere a few bocks of interest because cf their radical labor or political 
character. These are set out as fellows: 
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"The Economy of Abundance," by STEWART CHASE. McMillan Company, 

"Makers of Freedom," by SHERWOOD EDDY and KIRBY PAGE, George H. Dome Co., 

"The Social Principals of Jesus," by V. r ALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH, 

"There is Ccnfusicn," by JESSE REDMONT FAUCET, 

"The R--ad Ahead, (a primer of Capitalism)," by HARRY Yi\ LAIDI£R, 

Crowe 11 Company, 
"The Causes of Yfor," by ARTHUR PIRROTT. Mc!&llan Company, 
"History and Problems of Organized Labor," by FRANK TR'XEY CARLTON, Pttlfc, 

§f* C. Heath Company, New York, 
"E. Company," GENE RICHARD BLOCH, Simon & Schuster. 

"Trade Unionism and Labcr Problems," by Win. Z. RIPIEY, Ph.D. Ginn & Company, 
"Christianity and Labor Problems," KIRBY PAGE, etc. Associated Press. 
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Vfhile checking registrations fl ■■^■■F Chattanooga, 

it was noticed that a large group cf per sons registered in from New York 
and that the cards were narked Uphaus. jflj HH^HBHI B^ 

explained that this group came to Chattanooga about once a year and seemed 
to be some sort cf a traveling school. He produced a letter received from 
this group making reservation at the hotel and it was noted that the name 
was the Religion and Lab^r Foundation, 106 Carmel Straet, New Haven, Connecti- 
cut, ~<ILLARD 4JPHAUS, Executive Secretary, LEON ROSSERfLAND, Chairman, 
CHARLES F.l.McLENNAN, Hid, West Secretary. The person who registered in fcr 
the group v^as CHARIES C./7JEBBER, Group Leader, 521 West 122nd Street, 
Nrw York, New Y^rk. On July 17, 191+0 while this group was registered at 
MBMHflHHHHHHHHHP called long distance to Monteagle, 
Tennessee. The person called at Ucnteagle could net be determined but 
gf^QSHMF stated he had heard some of the group mention gcing to the High- 
lander Folk School when they left Chattanooga. Since Mr. "WEBBER, who lisxoc^ 
himself as Group Leader, gave a New York address, a lead is being s»t eut 
for N ft w York -to check him and the activities sf the Foundation. 
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Fcr the benefit of the New Orleans Office , the following 
excerpt -from a form letter requesting funds dated March 8, 19hl t which was 
sent i-ut by the Highlander Folk School, is quoted: 

"Added tc cur community program is the activity of the staff in the labor 
field. Our extension worker, MARY LAWRENCE, is expecting to leave soon 
for educational work with unions in New Orleans, where a large organizational 
-j drive is in progress. A special two weeks' session for union members will 
1* - ^ open here on May 12," 

* As an example of the type cf literature distributed by the 

Highlander Fclk School, Exhibit Nc. 32 is being enclosed. It will be noted 
that mention is made of 8,000 minors in Grundy County who will be affected 

: | by an increase in salary of one dollar per day and that the local merchants 
will benefit in a total amount of $8,000 per day as a result. The entire 
population of Grundy County is only 9,717, according tc the 1930 census, 

ft» H. K1LBY cf tho Tennessee Consolidated Coal Company at 
Tracy City, Tennessee, which is in Grundy County, advises that there are 
less than 1,000 miners in the entire county. 

In Exhibits numbered 3 through 20, numerous references are 
made tc strike activities on the part of TUYLES HORTOtf, WILLIAM BUTTRICK, 
JAMES DOMBRCWSKI and ZILLA HAWEStamong the residents of Grundy County. There 
are two specific instances mentioned in which the activities of these per- 
sons from the Highlander Folk Schcol caused strikes which definitely lowered 
the income cf the persons striking. 



j One of the few industries cf Grundy County is the cutting of 

wood for pulp purposes, which is known as bugwcod cutting. Before these bug- 

\ wood cutters were organized by persons from the Highlander Folk School 

] they were getting a price cf $1,50 per cord for the wood they cut. After 

J the strike the price was dropped to one dollar per cord and the quantities 

j purchaso* were dropped to such an extent that only about half of these pre- 

I vicusly employed cutting this wood were again employed for the same purpose, 

\ The ether local strike organized by persons from the High- 

l-r.dcr Fclk School was that of the tT.P.A. workers. Approximately eight 
j hundred persons were employed by W.P.A* in Grundy County, working on farm-to- 
! market roads but a definite slowdown cf work and a subsequent strike in 
: which sitdown tactics were used so much delayed the work that the W.P.A. was 
f. creed to curtail the program and after the strike only 2+00 persons wore re- 
entployed on the road project. 



- 19 - 



I i i in i ■-. - I,, i 



C 



CD 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



4^ 



61-12 



HO-iil 



6 . /-- 



In Exhibit Nc. 2 a strike at the Richmond Hosiery Mills 
at Daisy, Tennessee in 1955 is mentioned in which persons from the school 
took a leading part in a riot which resulted in one of them being shot. 
A lead is being set out tc obtain more definite information regarding this 
activity. 

In about 19 3U or 1935 an attempt was made to organize 
textile mills in Kncxville, Tennessee, during which several raids were con- 
ducted by vigilante committees and a great deal of Communist literature 
repo rted tc hav e been dest royed. In discussing this matter with 
jSBjjH HMBBBBMB MP cf the Knoxville Police Department and 
HBP now with Draft Board No. 2 but who was at that time 
jflHBHBHPBI Kncxville, Tennessee, it was determined that nc official 
action was taken at that time but that a strong vigilante committee com- 
posed of Legionnaires and other local citizens had raided several different 
houses and had run the so-called Communists out of town. No arrests were 
made and no reccrd was maintained of any of the literature found nor of the 
perso ns concerned in the agitation. However, both MPHPP and £P 
MB remember that FRANZ DANIEL and ZILLl HAKES were the leaders in the 
agitation and that they were kncwn to be connected with the Highlander 
Fclk School at that time. 



- » 




: . wmm mm^m—mmmm—m m v has made some mention era 

"T / ^ strike at a hosiery mill at Rcckwcod in about 1936 an d this is believed to 
be the same strike mentioned in Exhibit No. 1. From ^^HMHi 
' report is is believed that FRANZ DANIEL, ZILLA HARES and MYXES HORTON were 
the instigators of this strike and that the persoqff picked up with the 
Communist literature in his possession while on the road to join the High- 
lander Folk School was named HIIEURN. A lead is being set out to check 
this information at Rockwood. 



Due to the number of local contacts made by Mr. C. H. KIIBY 
around Monte agio and Tracy City and the number of affidavits obtained by 
him from local persons, no additional investigation is being conducted at 
the present time tc further verify the information contained in these 
affidavits. In the event that it later proves to be necessary, all of 
these persons mentioned in the affidavits can be located as they are local 
residents whe are classed as natives of this mountainous section ard seldom 
leave their homes. 
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ENCLOSURES: 



TO BIRMINGHAM: 



Exhibit No. 21, photostatic x copy of record of evidence that 

can be given by 
Exhibit No, 22, photostatic bopy of unsigned statement o 



hat fi f^/ 
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TO THE BUREAU: 

Exhibit No. 1, photograph of a lette r; from 

Athens, Tennessee, to 

Tennessee, dated 11-16-UOj 
Exhibi t No. 2, a Mg fj g ja t °f report, of 

JH^BHHHllBBV^ dated May 6, 1935* 
^V^ Exhibit No. 3, photostat of affidavit of 
. , hJ& '* ^ dated November 23, 19bP, 
hM^* ~ij ~/f* \ Exhibit No. 1+, photostat of affidavit of 
£/- 16 December 16, 19U0, 

Exhibit No. 5, photostat of affidavit of 

dated December 16, 19U0, 
Exhibit No. 6, photostat of unsigned statement of 

'^■■^■P dated December c, I9ij0, ' 

Exhibit No. 7, photostat of affidavit of 

dated January U, 19l4l> 
Exhibit No. '8, photostat of affidavit of, 

dated January 7, 19Ul, 
Exhibit No. 9, photostat of affidavit of 

dated December 21, 19^40, 
Exhibit No. 10, photostat of affidavit of 

dated February 12, 19U, 
Exhibit No, 11, photostat of affidavit of- 

dated January lU, 19U1, 
Exhibit No. 12, photostat of affidavit of, 

dated January 3j 19Ul> / 

Exhibit No. 13, photostat of letter from the 'National 

Youth Administration, Nashville, Tennessee, dated August 

!U, 1939, / 

Exhibit No. lh t photostat of affidavit of MHHHHBr dated 

December 18, 19U0, . , ' 

Exhibit No, 15, photostat of affidavit of A^HBVKatcd 

February 2, 19l4l> 
Exhibit No. 16, photostat of affidavit of 

dated December 2, 19U0, 
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Exhibit No. 17, photostat of affidavit of 

M$$&l December 30, 19U0, 
Exhibit No. 18, photostat of affidavit of 

dated January 2, 191*1, 



Exhibit No. 19, photostat of affidavit 

December 28, 191*0, 
Exhibit No. 20, photostat of affidavit of 

dated December 28, 19*40, 
Exhibit No. 21, photostat of evidence which can be given by 

MBHB^Htf dated February 22, 19I4I, 
Exhibit No. 22, unsigned statement of ^■^■■■■■P dated 

February 2i+, 191*1, 
^Exhibit No. 23, photostat o£ a proposed affidavit covering 

information given in newspaper articles written by JOHN 

McDOUGALykURNS in th? Nashville, Tennessean, 
Exhibit No.'2U, photograph of Young Communist League card 

bearing name 

Exhibit No. 25, copy of the Highlander 'Fling, Vol. 3, No* 

February, 19bX, 
Exhibit No. 26, photograph of letters written 

by ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, 
Exliibit No. 27, photograph of leaflets put out by the High- 
lander Folk School concerning Mrs. ROOSEVELT'S report, 
Exhibit No. 28, photograph of newspaper article showing check 

and letter from Mrs. ROOSEVELT in 19^0, 
Exhibit No. 29, photograph of program of benefit held by 

Washington Committee for the Highlander j fofcoSflriy of a 

letter dated January 27, 191P-, signed by iMMlM^ (j/\t^ 
Exhibit N o. 30, ph otograph of exchange of correspondence be- JO ' 

tween ^HMBP and Secretary CORDELL HULL, 
Exhibit No. 31, photograph of leaflet put out by the High- 
lander Folk School concerning endorsement by JOHN L. LEWIS, 
Exhibit No. 32, original mimeographed leaflet put out by 

Highlander Folk School concerning increased pay of miners 

union members. 
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UNDEVELOPED IEADS: 

THE BIRMINGHAM OFFICE: 

At Birmingha m, Alabama , will determine the reliability of 
the DuBcse Publishing Company and, if possible, determine what printing 
has been done by them for the Highlander Folk School. It should be borne 
in mind that this DuBose- Publishing Company has also done printing for the 
Southern Conference For Human Welfare and has at least quoted on work in 
+ Ur - r»?.st for the Southern Worker, the Communist newspaper in the South. 



from 



At Hunt sville, Alabama, will obtain all possible information A ^C^" 
'■■""■^ as 'outlined in bchibit^^s. 21 and 22, enclosed, 

who is J^/* 

I to determine if he "^ 



At FTnronr.p., ,^1nbaffi\, vri.13 interview 
employed dHHHBHH^HH^HH^BHHH^^HMli 
h&s attended a session of the Highlander Fclk School and, if so, obtain all 
possible information regarding the courses, teachers, and students. Yfill 
:1s: r-:>p:rt all connections with the Communist Party of any activity or per- 
sons at the school. 

THE BOSTON OFKTCEj 

At Nor thampton, Massachusetts , will determine the character 
and activity of the Institute i'cr Labor Studies, who received a check for 
two dollars from the Highlander Folk School. 

TIE BUFFALO OFFICE: 

At Buffalo, New York, will check on the activities of 




THE CHICAGO OFFICE: 

At Chicago, Il linois , will check en the occupation and 
activities of UDUISS GRATIiAK/aCHMAN, former secretary of the Highlander 
Folk School, who recently moved to Chicago 
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THE DETROIT OFFICE: 

At Flint, Michigan , iri.ll determine whether 4H1 HflR a 
recent arrival at the Highlander "Folk School, is related in any manner to 




If fl B£s determined to be a former 

resident cf Flint, will determine her activities and reputation there. 

KNOXVILLE OFFICE: 



fro 



. ! 



At T r^cy Ci ty, Tennessee , will re-contact Mr. C. H. KILBY 
for such new information as ne may receive concerning the school. 



At Monteagle, Tennessee, will re-contact 




At Norris, Tennessee, will re-contact 

employed in the Forestry Division of the Tennessee Valley 

Authority for complete information regarding a trip he mads to the Highlander 
Folk School in connection with his forestry work and also regarding an attempt 
made by IAY1ES HOHTON cr JAMES DOMBROT/SKI to make a speech at Ncrris during 
1935 or 1956. 

^ It Chattanooga, Tennessee^ will c ontact 

|fg HHHIHMMBBHHIi HHHHHHHI for any new information he 

is able to obtain regarding LOUISE B. COKKUNG, Secretary of the Highlander 
Folk School. 



4i<l- 




At D aisy, Tennessee, will contact 

Richmond Hosiery Hills, for all information in his possession 
concerning a strike at his plant during 1935 when the strikers were led 
by a delegation from the Highlander Folk School. 

At R ockwood, Tennessee, will re-contact 
the Highway Patrol and from him obtain the names of those local citizens who 
were on the vigilante committee during the hosiery mill strike in 1935 °r in 
1936 and from these local citizens will obtain complete details concerning the 
participation of persons from the Highlander Folk School with this strike 
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and in particular, will determine the name of the person, thought tc be 
1HLBURN, who y/as f :und with considerable Communist literature on his person 
connecting him with the Highlander Fclk School. 

THE LOUISVILLE OFFICE: 

At Berea, Kentucky, will det ermine the character and repu- 

of ^pHflMH HH HHHHBH H^ 1,7 * 10 en ~ 

dcrsed a check mode cut by the Highlander Folk School to KTLES HORTON in the 
amount cf $2^.65 abcut February 15, 19liL. This check was deposited in the 



tic- 



THE MEMPHIS OFFICE: 

At Nash vi lle, Tennessee, will get a certified copy of the 
charter cf the Highlander FoXR School from the Secretary of State and will 
obtain copies cf such correspondence as nay have been written or received 
at any time concerning this chajpjbr. 

At the State American Legion Headquarters, will contact the 
Americanization Committee to determine whethe r it ha s any of the records * 

ccmpiled : jg ■■■■■■■■■^■^■■IHI HHHH^P' ^c'7JP 

and apparently head of the Americanization Committee 
at one time. Particular search should be made for a bulletin of the Revo- 
lutionary Policy Committee cf the Socialist Party issued in April, 1931+ 
which was signed by JAlffiS DOLSBROWSKI, FRANZ DANIEL and ELIZABETH EWES. 
7/ill obtain any other pertinent information from the American Legion files 
concerning the Highlander Folk School, 
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THE KTAKT OFFICE: 



At Gainesville, Florida, will determine the present activity- 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE t 




following flames: 



Highlander 'Folk School, 
miss HOUTCN, 
JAWES DOlffiROnSKI, 

ELIZABETH HA7JES. 




Will check at 99 Claremcnt Avenue to determine if a family 
bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there c-r has lived there in the past. 
Will determine the reputation and activities of the SCHULTZ family ^vhich 
might link tho«i with the Communist Party, Will also determine if C. B. 
SHULTZj cr E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a box cf bocks was 
recently sent to the Highlander Fclk School, one cf v/hich bore the name of 
ANNA U SCHULTZ at the above address. 
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Will check the reputation an d activities of M MP J^ ') l_ 

^^^ who si^nei himself on the register 4HHBHBHHP Chattanooga, *V / ^~ 
as Group Leader for the Religion and Labor Foundation, 331 Vfest 122nd Street, j£ y j\ 
New York. This gr-up is also known as the Uphaus Group and apparently con- ^ 

ducts some kind of a labor school. 



THE ^'.'-SHTNGTON FIELD OFFICE: 

At Kashincton, D. C 
^livitics 



ill determine the rei 
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Form No. 1 

This case originated at 



EEOXVILLS, TEl^SSSEE 



FILE NO. 



100-1291 



REPORT MADE AT 

VIA!.' I, FLORIDA 



DATS WHEN MADE 

5/13/41 



period ron 

WHICH MADE 

4/26/41 



EiEOJizrsEa fgiz school 



/ 



rCPORTMADERY 



/^ 



RA 



CHARACTER Or CAM 

3CTCTSAL SECURITY *■ . C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



WILLIAL T. tftJTTRICK, JB. entered Uni- 
versity or Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 
February 1, 1941 and is presently taking 
course in Social Science. He is residing 
in dormitory* No indication of subversive > 
activities there, j— _— «— m««— g ^7£ 



IliCE; 



Report of Special Agent 

Knoxville, Tennessee dated 4/10/41. 

AT GAII-337IIXE, FURIDA 



/■; 




t^7£ 




Aeent contacted £ HB Superintendent of Hails 

.e University Station, and she advised that EUTTSICa was 
3v.*n to her and that his mail had not attracted her attention* 
2 vised th«t he resided in Section *£", Room 225, Fletcner % 
on the University Campu3 and that he rented Box 2331 on ;^c 
.ary 29, 1540, which is a very small mail box* - --*" 






CJ — 



cent acted Jl HP 

crsity of Florida, who furnished the school record on WILLIAM 
UTTRICi:, JR. which disclosed that he was born at Ashevllle, 
h Carolina on August 30, 1910 and thst his parents reside et 
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TTHll REPORT 

„ ille 

24 ?96i 



OO NOT WRITE IN THE« SRACEE ' 



^Z7ATr> i - #/ . 



MAfl'5,1941 
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85T Washington Road, Asheville, He rave his home eddress a***"' 
Vcnteagle, Tennessee *hen he filed his application on January**'^ 
15, 1941 and stated he ettended Ashoville, North Carolina Hi£h 
School frcin 1924 to 19££, City College a&Asheville from 19£8 to 
1930 and Dulre University from 19SC tc 1931* He entered the 
University on February 1, 1941 and is majoring in Social Science 
apparently -with a vie* of getting a degree to work as a teacher* 
Be is single and a Kethodist* 

EUTTPJCK stated in his application that be had been ' 
previously employed selling magazines, radios, and real estate; 
i.i«:t he had done some writing fox. the WPA Writers* Project in. 
I orth Carolina; that he had taught in the KYA Camps in 
Pennsylvania and had taught /at the Highland Tolk Schools , 

flHHW advised that he believes his college la 
free of any organized radical element; that he tries to keep a 
close rat eh on this situation end occasionally when a disturbing 
element shows up he is eliminated* He steted that FCTTUCK is un« 
kno-n to him end he has never had any reports on him, end thet no 
confirmation was made by the school of his teaching activities at 
the Kir bland Folk School* 
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Agent in terview ed MMBBWUMBIMI Director of 
Residence, ^■■■■^■■^ He stated thet he had never received 
zny unfavorable reports on ELTTOCE; that he had conversed with 
HTTHICK on two occasaors, cnce when he first entered the Uni- 
versity and applied for the monitcrship job for Section "E" where 
he resides but was not successful in obtaining the position. No 
reason was given by KJTTP.ICE in applying for this position, but 
it carries a $24 fee per semester, which he believes was the motive. 
L'cre recently FUTTMCE h&d contacted him end reserved a room until 
next February, He stated that he would make a discreet inquiry and 
advise Agent further on the matter* 

Subsequent lyJMBHM t.lvlti d Agent by telephone that 
ue Lad contacted Section «2" monitor and also RJTTUICK'S roommate 
a;.-d they reported that he is not inclined to be very sociable; 
th.it he has but little to er.y and is very 6tudious; that he claims 
to te suffering from e heart ailment and he has not by words or 
tcts indicated any subversive tendencies* 
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Report of Special Agent AVHV, Knoxville, I4.-IO-I4I, 

Report of Special Agent ^BHHBB| L'liami, 5-13-^1. 
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AT MOKTEAGLE, TSNIJSSS^IE : 



-- i. 






Postmaster, Konteagle, Tennessee, was 



contacted on l£ay 13, 19^A and stated that the "spring term 
for southern workers" (fcay 12 to Hay/210 was presently in 
.) session at the Folic School. LEIEsJlORTCN had called a^J^ggj, 
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ilonteagle Post Office and given the following list of students: 

/ BILLY CAVINESS, 
/ SIDNEY PITTEHPURG, 
JOEL MATTHEWS, 

paul mm, — ■- 

FELIX CAILLEIIET, 
GATIIA LIAE LEE, 

hazel aEffia-n-iA, 



j/^ 



i"^'-:.%:v'-i-v: J 'O r " / 









^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ announced a "summer workshop 
!o^stuaen^vr^er?Wul^2^oTugust 9, 191A- Sponsors of the workshop 
were listed as: 

PAUL greet:, 

laLLIAli S. KNICKERBOCKER, ^-- 

JULIA COLLIER ; HARRIS, ^^ 

I.SLLEN BRAND, and 
BAB3TTE DEUTSCH. 

Teachers were listed as: 

CHARLES wJ(F3RGUSOH, Associate Editor of the Readers' 

.Digest; 
UARY\IAFSLEY, Former teacher of writing at Hood 



:»v*San| 



College, Maryland; 
PHIUP/J.ITLHOUS, Student 
North. Carolina. 



at the University of 
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Guest speakers Trere listed as JAJESlSTILL and HARRY HARRISON 



1ROKL. 



;;ss^ 



The cost of the session is given as thirty dollars and there are 

no scholastic requirements. An invitation was given to trade union workers, 
college students, "Y" members, church groups and farm organizations. Also 
included in each of the 1,650 envelopes mentioned above was a press release 
dated kay 1, 191+1, announcing a two weeks' session commencing May 12, 191+1. 
The courses are listed as: "Singing, dramatics, discussion of labor problems 
and history, speeches, reading and recreation." Speakers and special teachers 
for this session are listed as: 

JOHN T.\jpNES, Director of Labor Non Partisan League; 
HOLLIS V.\REID, Chairman of the Tennessee Commonwealth 

Federation; 
YflLLML M.\ EAVES, Regional T/age and Hour Division; 
FRANII^OFFEE, Social Security Board; 

Reverend ELS'.. r ORTl\si:ITH, Southern Cooperative Conference; 
ROBERT L.\CRUDEN, Publicity Director, United Rubber "Jorkers; 
PAUL R\ CHRISTOPHER, Secretary-Treasurer, Tennessee Industrial 

Union Council. 

Also announced was a "Labor's Won Partisan league Institute," 
Kay 17 to 18, under ALTON IAVJRENCE, Southern Representative; the Annual 
Tri State Hosiery Institute, June 7 and 8, announced by ED7AHD F. CALLITHAN, 
Southern Director, American Federation of Hosiery Workers. 

An issue of the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander 
Folk School, dated April, 191+1 j contains the following articles of par- 
ticular interest: 

" ?OR:^R STUDENTS ORGANIZING 

Here are the current organizing and negotiating activities of Highlander 

students: 
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Cecil\Pegues, member of the i&ne, iiill and Smelter Workers, recently or- 
gan! zea the Dixie Hetal Products Company of Bessemer, Alabama, a touch job 
to judge by previous attempts at unionization there. Currently he is 
negotiating a contract for the new union. Cecil is also business agent for 
the TJholcsale Local of the Birmingham Retal Clerks. 

An election was recently foield and itoh by the TVfUA at the Louisville Sani- 
tary Wipers Company. Lilyadon, Highlander 1%0, joined HaH^Gibbons in the 
two week organizing that brought on the victory. Lil Yadon is a board mem- 
ber of the T4UA, Local 2. 

Ed^lair, who attended Highlander on the Eleanor Roosevelt Scholarship, is 
organizing for the Amalgamated. At the successful Cluctt strike in Vtlanta 
he was in charge of the entertainment on the picket line and in the strike 

tent. . 

\ f 

J. D.YBradford is organizing for the International Cement, Lime, and Gypsum 
..orkers (A. F. of L.) in Knoxville. 

* Hosiery organizer and President of the Highlander Alumni Association, Matt 
\Lynch is back in Tennessee after several months of "activity in Mississippi. 

John \pate, TiVUA, y/as one of the contract negotiators at the Mansfield Mills, 
Lumber ton, K. C, which brought wage increases ranging from 5 per cent to 
15i par cent. John's Union has acquired a new hall. 

Other Alumni Activity 

BillyeXBailey's local ILGV7U, in Atlanta, now has a hall. Billyc is 
director of the union's educational program, and sends the following details. 
There are classes for white members and for negro members in union procedure, 
parliamentary lav/ and public speaking, history of trade unions and the 
XUjTU, and study of garment manufacture. In the recreation line there are 
bingo games, bowling teams, and Mr. I. Q.*s, again for white members and 
colored members. Plans are being made to extend the classes to Griffin, 
Georgia, v/here there arc other Highlander alumni. 

Virginia/ Swann vras elected recording secretary of her Nashville Hosiery 
Local, lost her job, and is now working at Gastonia. 
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TENNESSEE CCMOT.TEALTH FEDERATION ORGANIZED 

Accepting the challenge of John B A Thompson, chairman or the Southern Con- 
ference For Human Welfare, that "all men are to be judrsd in their devotion 
to real democracy by their willingness to defend and c .tend it in times of 
emergency," the Tennessee Conference on Democracy meet\ng in Nashville on 
"■ashing ton's birthday organized the Tennessee Commonwealth Federation. 

The purpose of this organization is "to join in common cause all men and 
--r.cn, including those who labor on the farm, in office, mine, mill, or 
elsewhere, for concerted independent political action." 

H. V.vReid, legislative representative of the Railroad Brotherhoods, was 
made chairman a:rl an executive board was elected from the C.I.O., A.F. of L,, 
+ he four Railroad Brotherhoods, and liberal groups who had jointly spon- 

ored the conference. Urs. Ruth/Tputler, 1018 Cotton Crates Bldg., Nash- 

:'..Iie, is the Federation's Secretary. 



/: 



Vs. 



. r -„. :■_.= ; lution thu Federation condemned the "Grundy County Crusaders," point- 
ing cut that the Crusaders' attacks on labor people and labor institutions 
constitute a throat to democracy and national unity. 

RECENT ENDORSEMENTS 

The United lane Workers, local 7708 in Grundy County, and the International 
Mine, Mill and Smelter Y.'orkers Union are among the organizations which 
have recently endorsed Highlander. 

SCHEDULE FOR 191+1 

Kay 12-21* Two week term for union workers. 

Jj:ic 7 and 8 Institute for American Federation of Hosiery ITorkers. 

C^n2 9-21 Junior Union Camp. 

. T u-?e 50- July 28 Work Camp for America. 

7 "ly 28-Aucust 9 Writers Workshop. 

* — r+ 18-Septembcr 27 Six week term for union workers. " 
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^_^ | Gag or Lime i-anufacturing 

Lij'j^ ^liuj -»'ood, Tennessee, who resides at Sowancc, Tennessee, stated that 
a'j th.:v:i£h his company has had considerable labor trouble during the past few 
v_:;i .3 he has not been able to definitely trace any of the trouble as 
criminating at the Highlander Folk School, 



hes been 



ian alumnus of the Highlander Folk School, 
constant trouble-raa?:er at the Gager Lii<ie iuanufacturing Company 




Uhll several years ago some persons from the Highlander 
Folk School came to the lime company 1.1th a motion picture camera and ex- 
plained that they were taking pictures concerning workers in East Tennessee. 
F':.:tc rraphs were taken of employees of the lime company, using the lime 
.*-..::. ar.y f i. trash heap as a background. 4HBP^-^ that tilis was done 
in .: u-i-r to give an untrue picture of working conditions at the lime company. 



.. , Tennessee, stated that Dr. IC-J CiufKEGCES and Dr. 7LSU-2NG JaaSS, 

members of the faculty at the University of the South previously mentioned in 
*':.'.z report, have both agreed to give courses of instruction at the Kigh- 
_■.:.. a jr Folk School this summer. Dr. JiCJZS has recently held at least three 
. - ,ce meetings attended by five or si:: students of the University o£ the 
Sc-nth. Recently a comrdttee of Theology students waited on Dr. j;j.ES and 
requested that he discontinue his connection with the Highlander Folk School 
and his peace activities. Dr # JjJjSS made a very anti-British address at a 
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meeting of the Somen's Auxiliary of the University of the South during the 
Lenten Season. The University of the South is an Episcopal school and the 
majority of the persons connected vath it are decidedly pro-British, and 
therefore the members of the Women* s Auxiliary were very upset at the tenor 
of Dr # Ji^lIES 1 speech. 



;tated that Professor THOI-iAS G0VA2J, previously mentioned in 
this report as being sympathetic tovard the Highlander Folk School, is a 
former classmate of J ALES D0L3R0VTSI-J, Secretary of the Highlander Folk 
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stated that 

he has upon several occasions treated JA12SS DOIJERO'iVSKI and other persons 
residing permanently or temporarily at the Highlander Folk S chool, Although 
Gr undy County is th3 source of many charity patients at the 41 HHH 
MHRHP DOIjEKL'SEI or other persons at the Folk School have never brought 
any local people to the hospital for treatment. Payment for treatment given 
to persons at the Highlander Folk School isa- allays made by JraJES DOiJEROWSKI. 

The November 21, 191*0 issue of the Sevranee Purple, official 
organ of the students of the University of the South, reported a speech 
given by Dr. JA1XS DOL!BiiO';.'SKI before the Fi Gamma Liu Social Science Fra- 
ternity. A portion of this article is set out as follows: 

"At its meeting on Thursday, November li*, Pi Gamma Mu, Social Science 
Fraternity, had as its speaker Dr. JaIES DOuBIcO^oKI, Director of the High- 
lander Folk School near Licnteagle. Dr. DOiffiHOlVaCC holds a Doctorate from 
Columbia University, is a graduate of the Union Theological Seminary in 
New York City, and is an author of some note. He has been prominent in 
labor education for a number of years. 

The speaker discussed the religious background of the school. He pointed 
out that most of the early faculty members were graduates of Union 
Theological Seminary and that some of the most generous supporters of the 
iich'-ol ari church organizations and clergymen. He said that he, himself, 
..„.! ,../._. -.I the labor cause through the religious channel, 



£3 - 



s 



c 



AijeT^v 



i 




Jc% 






HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



61-12 



AT T:?-ACY cm, TE&jESSEE : 

flHHpHRI HB Limber 

Company, Tracy City, stated H hat he made a delivery of lumber to the High- 
lander Folk School in 1939. flBBwent into the main building of the school 
in search of someone to take delivery of the limber. He noticed charts on 
the Trail of one of the downstairs rooms depicting how to organize a meeting 
by parliamentary procedure and how* to get control of a meeting. He saw no 
evidence of mountain craft work. 



/■"'«y* 



v 



related that Jkl'ZS DOiEriC'VSEI took motion pictures of the 
strikers during the V.'.P.A, strike in Tracy City in January and February of 
l'?j>9. For these motion pictures, the strikers wore their oldest and most 
tattered clothing. Girls from the Highlander Folk School made speeches to 

the i.'.P.A, strikers as to their rights. 




gave the following information 
concerning the YJ.P.A. strike in Grundy County in January and February of 1939: 

CHARLES rADALS, County Road Superintendent, was a former student 
and sympathiser of the Highlander Folk School. He demanded to be allowed 
to appoint all Y.'.F.A. foremen on road projects. This the V.F.A. authorities 
refused to allow him to do. immediat ely t hereafter, agitation commenced » 
for a strike of the W.P.A. workers. IHV often saw JAIJLS DOJsBROI/SKI and 
LYLES KQRTON out on IV. P. A. projects talking to the workers. DOiERCVfSKI and 
HGuTON would leave when fl^pcome within hearing distance. Vihcn the 
. strike was called, the Yi'.F.A. workers took over the 1V.P.A. office at Tracy 
City and staged a sit-down strike. HORTON and DOiSRO'.VSKI brought girls 
r rc;.:. the Highlander Folk School to the Y/.P.A. office where the strike was in 
progress. These persons from the Highlander Folk School made speeches to the 
strikers, advising them as to the proper method of conducting the strike, and 
the girls from the Highlander Folk School danced with the strikers in the 
"./.P. A. office. A great deal of liquor was in evidence at the Vf.P.A. office 
during the sit-down strike, 40^HDBi stated that it is his understanding 
that some of the girls from the Highlander Folk School had sexual relations 
with some of the strikers. He has no proof of this allegation. AHMHHMr 
further stated that although at the time of the strike about seventy-five 
percent of the VJ.P.A. workers in Grundy County were associated with or 
sympathizers of the Highlander Folk School, only two or threo Y/.P.A. workers 
now have anything to do with the Highlendor Folk School. 
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stated that about threo years ago ho was in 

for tho date on a tombstone. A group of students at the Highlander Folk 
School were having some sort of a drill in the Folk School ground, A 
-■•■his tie -would blow and they would shout and shove each other around, then 
when tho whistle blew again, they would cease their activity. It was 
^■■H^BHHBI^ opinion that thoy were practicing picket-line activity. "When 
the students had finished this drill, they sat down and sang songs. One 
or the songs was to the tur.e of "The Old Gray IJare She Ain f t Vlhat She Used 
to Be," and some of tho words which JBMfl^B overheard were: "Old man 
ROOSEVELT ain't what he used to be." Another song which was sung at that 
time was "T/hose afraid of the big bad cop," sung to the tune of TSioss Afraid 
of the Big Bad "iVolf . 

^■^■■■P stated that upon two occasions several years ago 
he was shot at from ambush. Ke can think of no reason for this other than 
his active opposition to the Highlander Folk School. 

^■■l^BP stated that the Chattanooga Times, a daily 

Tw Vi r . JONES, local correspondent of the Chattanooga Times, has complained 
tc flMMM th^t local circulation has fallen off because of this. 




,atcd that when the bakery workers were out on 

strike in the summer of 1937, IJALPK TEFFERT2LISR came down from the Folk 
School and agitated among the strikers and had meetings with them* TEFFER- 
TELLER contacted 4HMHIH) 0J1 ^ L purported to be a representative of the 
'.f.rntnrs. V.Tinr! JHBBI^^^fc nointed out that the strikers had violated their 

by walking out without giving him notice, 



casting contract with 

TEFi^TELLER said that "The contract \:as just a scrap of paper." 
stated that his employees, who are members of an A.F. of L. Union, have 
since gone on record as opposing the Highlander Folk School. 

flMHIBl related that several years ago a small cyclone 
blew the roofs off of several houses at Laager, Tennessee, in Grundy 
County. JHHHBBP who is the local representative cf the Red Cross, 
appealed to the Red Cross for aid for the victims of the cyclone. A rep- 
resentative of the National Hod Cross came to Tracy City and, in company 
v>ith MlH^Mi vent to Laager, where the cost of repairing the damaged 
houses was estimated. All the victims, numbering about twelve, seemed 
very pleased that they were to receive assistance from the Red Cross, but 
on the following day when the Red Cross representative and MV^ re- 
turned to Laager in order to have the victims sign certain forms, 
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and two others refused to sign, whereupon the Red Cross repre scn- 
tativs became angry and tore up the papers. That night, 4HHHHHPcame to 
00H and stated that he had reconsidered and wished to accept the 
amount allotted to him. MW stated that the reason he had refused to 
sign was that J; 1 , LIES DOIJB?.0 w SKI and LGXES HORTOK had come to Laager and had 
advised him to refuse to accept the amount proffered by the lied Cross inas- 
much as it was insufficient. flBHM advised that the Red Cross later 
p^id MP and the two others the original amount. 



that ^■■■■■MHMHHMHHBMIB 

4MMI is a friend of DOJ^RO'.VSCI and HORTOiJ and a supporter of the Highlander 
Folic School* At a recent county American Legion convention, <flHHBF opposed 
a motion condemning subversive activities. These facts should be borne in 
mind a& connection with any investigation at the Tracy City Post Office, 

Hr. C, HAKILBY, an employee oT the Tennessee Consolidated 
Coal Company, gave the fo\Llo;tins additional information concerning past 
activities of the Highlander Folic School: 

In 1938, DOLPuV/AUGIHI, then business asent of Highlander 
Folk School, made a trip arouncl the county and told all persons on relief 
to come to relief headquarters at Tracy City on the following day. The 
relief headquarters had worked out a system whereby those on relief were 
assigned a particular day of the week on which to come to the office, thus 
simplifying distribution of supplies. The arrival of all persons on relief 
on the same day created a jam at the relief headquarters. DOLPH VAUGHN was 
there in the crowd and when questioned by the relief agent as to why he 
had told all the persons on relief to come to the office on the seme day, 
he stated loudly, w The supplies are hero, ^ive them to them." 

KILEY stated that VJ. K. I^RLOIVE, a local man who has been 
associated closely with the Highlander Folk School, ran as an elector for 
E/Jtl ERGV/ICR, Communist candidate for President, in the 193& elections. 

KILDY stated that th3 United lane Workers* Union at Tracy 
City, Local 5801, went on record sometime ago as condemning the Highlander 
Folk School for its activities. LATT EUNCH, International Representative 
of the UIX", demanded upon several occasions that Local 58S1 rescind their 
condemnation of the Highlander Folk School. This the union refused to do. 
On January 31, 191+1 iiATT BX'iCli appeared before Local 5881 and stated that 
he was instructed by the International to inform Local 5881 th-t they must 
endorse the Highlander Folk School or EUNCH \/ould be forced to take up 
their charter. On that date Local 5881 endorsod the Highlander Folk School. 
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KILDI stated that LTLES MORTON returned from a trip to New 
York City on liay 10, 191*1 and at that time was driving c. 191*1 black Chev- 
rolet Sedan, 191*1 Nov York license *,fH*-7U63« KILBjT stai. .d that several 
months ago he met a man in a tavern at i^ont eagle uho was somewhat under the 
influence of liquor. This man stated that he was the son of Dr. FLELL2NG 
JAliZS, Dean of the Theology School at the University of the South, Sowanee, 
Tennessee. According to this man, Dr. J^iXS was a regular contributor to 
the Highlander Folk School b afore coming to Seavanee. This man stated that 
'..*: is a teacher in a school in Arkansas. He defended both Commonwealth 
College in Arkansas and the Highlander Folk School, stating that they were 
labor schools and not Communistic. 









ti:iuin? 



lr. KILBY, as head of the Grundy County Crusaders, is con- 
his efforts against the Highlander Folk School, he recently made a 



talk before the State Convention of the Junior Order of America Liech;-nics, 
la. anding the Highlander Folk School as a Communist school, and presenting the 
affidavits and evidence which he h-s in his possession to substantiate his 
eaaim, KILEY is conferring with state officials with a view to initiating 
proceedings to cancel the charter of the Highlander Folk School. 

AT DAISY, TENliESSEE: 

It was learned at Daisy, Ten nessee that the Richmond Hosiery 
I. alls closed their plant there about 193^* ^^B^BH M 

of the Richmond Hosiery Lills, whom a lead was set out to interview, is now 
located at the main plant of the Ric hmond h osiery kills at Rossville, Georgia, 
A lead is being set out to interview ■ IB* at Rossville, 



AT R0CK.I00D, TENUZSSZE : 

Assistant Chief ED TAYLOS of the Tenness ee Highway Patrol 
was interviewed et Rockwood, Tennessee arid stated that ^ HHHH 
- '-~m a lead was set out to interview, has been trails f erred from Rockwood 
the western part of Tennessee. Chief TAYLGE stated, however, that 



at Rockwood, had complete information concerning the activities of persons 
from Highlander Folk School in connection with the strike at Rockwood. 



m • Rockwood, Tennessee, 

stated that during the strike at the Rockwood Hosiery Lills in Lay, 1956, 
:.a'LES IIOKTON, IIIIEUiUJ EUICJSTEAD, l&TT LYNCH, ZILLi. HAVES and VluMZ DAIJIEL 
came to Roclrwood to lead the strike. These persons set up a headquarters 
?e;-arato from the union headquarters and endeavored to take over the strike. 
'*. this strike they were not successful because of the action of the local 
authorities, who rail them out of to\,n, flMr elated that one day 
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during the strike, he sighted flHHlH MHl driving or: auto mobile in 
Rockv/ood end took out after him in an attempt to arrest him. 4HBK 
was driving a car with Virginia license plates on it and had been seen fre- 
quently with LTLE S HORTOh for several days preceding this incident. 

>£ ol lowcd ^Bp HBi^^^ar out into the country -her e he succee ded 
in stopping JHHHHP a:. a arresting him. The bach seal of JlHHUc^ 
was completely fil..ed with literature. fl|^^^ remembers that some of 
this literature cc.vtained the following statement: "Down with the American 
flag, up with the Red flan, 11 Other parts of this literature advocated equal 
rights for negroes, marriage between \/hites and negroes- the adoption of 
Communism in this gauntry, ^$ £ TeQ love, ^■■■B^tatod that he kept some 
of this literature, .'or a long time but believes thct it has all been destroyed. 
However, he "i.ill s ;nrch las records in an effort to fjad some of this. 
^233^9 stated •- ■ tin- l!:hj of his arrest that he was < r hi s way to the 
Highlander Folk School to deliver a series of lectures. 4HHP later 
learned that upon his release, 4HHHBt »ront to the Highlander Folk School 
and remained there for about two weeks. 

■1^0 stated that persons from the Highlander Folk School 
had been present at a large number of strikes in the uest Tennessee area. 
..e listed these places as: the strike at the Rayon Plant at Elizabethton, 
Tennessee, a strike at King sport, Tennessee, a strike at the Richmond 
*.- — iy -ills at Roosville, Georgia, a strike at the Richmond Hosiery i«ills 
at Soddy, Tennessee, a strike at the Richmond Hosiery i-ills at Melville, 
"henaessee, the above-inentioiied strike at the Rockwood Hcsiary iiiills at 
h z cirv/ocd, Tennessee, and a strike at the Harriman Hosiery kills at Harriman, 
'.. aanessee. 

A. CHATTANOOGA, THJirSSSSE: 



l . *«*s 



stated that he has been unsuccessful in an effort 
obtain additional information concerning LOUIS- B. COKKLIMG, presently 
;ccretary of the Highlan der Folk School. jBP stated that although he 
.s well acquainted with ^■■■^■■■^■W ^nd that she has no radical 
.:..d'j;-icies, he cannot vouch for LOUIS- CGKKLING because she has been away 
.-:.. heme attending schools throughout the country for a number of years. 

;tated that he vould contact the resident agents' office in Chattanooga 
learns anything additional on the subject, Ho undeveloped lead is 
set out to re-interview 
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It was learned from 4| ■■■■ HP that the 

records of th3 Highlander Folk School which were kept at the home of Li, 
ROSLllTdXL at 621-} Central Avenue, Chattanooga, have been removed from that 
address, presumably back %o the Highlander Folk School, 

AT NCPJIIS, TENNESSEE: 



• +■ ;l + 



that he vas sent' to the Highlander Folk School in connection vr 
-k vith the Forestry Department to plant trees on the Highlander 



--^~. -v that time JAI.ES D01B3017SKI showed 4Bfr around the school, 
' i y* MBP noted that the library in D01.3R0-JSKI * S room contained copies of the 
works of KAHL liAPX, a biography of LENIN, and other Communist books. One 
of the books was entitled "Workers of the "Jorld Arise/ DOLSEOIVSKE stated 
t0 JHBBPthat these Communist books in the library were used as background 
for labor education. JHMP stated that he saw nothing else at the school 
which aroused his sus picio n but that there was no session of the school 
coing on at the time J| Bp was there. 
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office 

names of j arsons within their field division against their 
files and report briefly any Communist or subversive activities on the part 
of such persons. 

THE BIIttZNGi-IAli OFFICE: 

•«-At rirmi n^ ham, Alabama, mil determine the reliability of 
the DuEose Publi sh In7f~oom x )any and, if possible, determine v«hat printing 
has been done by them for the Highlander Foil: School. It should be borne 
in mind that this DuBoss Publishing Company has also done printing for the 
Southern Conference for Human "Welfare and has at least quoted on work in 
the past for the Southern worker, the Communist newspaper in the South. 

*At Florence, Alabama, will interview. 



_ _ __ ivho 

employed M^ HM WB to determine 

if he has a-^nae^c^ession of th^h^nlanaorFolk School, and, if so, 
obtain all possible information regarding the courses, teachers, and 
students, 17111 also report all connections with the Communist Party of 
any activity or persons at the school. 

-"-At Huntsville, Alabama, vail obtain all possible information 
as outlined in reference report of A^ent 



from 

TiE 30ST0IJ OFFICE: 

*At Northampton, Massachusetts, will determine the 
character and activity of t?iO Institute i*or Labor Studies, who received a 
chock for two dollars from the Highlander Folk School. 



TIE BUFFALO OFFICE: 

-"-At Buffalo, New York, vdll check on 




tx. 



- 31 - 






£?c 



<; 



o 




HIGHLANDER FOLIC SCHCOL 



61-12 



SR*fei 




' ■'■ : ! /?£■ 






J J- r 'l 



THE CHICAGO OFFICE: 

*At Chicago; Illinois, -vail check on the occupation and 
activities of LOUISE GRATIIAiJ DlCHiiAN, former secret ary of the Highlander 
Folk School, v.no recently moved to Chicago, 





THE DETROIT OFFICE: 

---At Flint, IHchigan, will determine whether ^^■■Hi a 
recent arrive! at the Highlander Folk School, is related in any man ner to 

.^ M _^^___^^^^^^__^_^^^^^_ r If fl W* is determined to be a 
former resident of Flint, v.ill determine her activities and reputation 
there, 

ifc KMOiVILLE OFFICE: 

At Tracy City, Tennessee, -va.11 re-contact ia*. C. H. KILBX 
for such nevi* information as he may receive concerning the school. 



Llontca.i 




At Ch 



attanooga, Tennessee , idll contact fl H B 
^Richmond hosiery frills, Rossville, Georgia, for all 



information in his possession concerning a strike at the Daisy, Tennessee 
plant of the Richmond Hosiery o-dlls in 1935, *»<nen the strikers were led by 
a delegation from the Highlander Folk School. 
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TEE LOUISVILLE OFFICE: 



#At Berea, Kentucky, 
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THE 1ELP1IIS OFFICE: 

*At N ashville, Tennessee, mil gat a certified copy of the 
charter of the Highlander rolk School from the Secretary of State and v.ill 
obtain copies of such correspondence as may have been -written or received 
at any time concerning this charter. 

#At the State American Lagion headquarters, \dll contact the 
American ization Committee to determine whether it has any of the records 
compiled, 




Particular search should be made for a bulletin 
of the Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party issued in 
April, 193U which was signed by JAIES DOHBRO'TSKI, FRANZ DAKIEL and 
ELIZABETH KAYvES. Vi.11 obtain any other pertinent information from the 
American Legion files concerning the Highlander /oik School. 

THE IJAiir OFFICE: 




T:'3 mv YORIC OFFICE; 

"»At Hev,' York, New York, will determine whether the League 
For American Writers has any Communist connections, 
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Highlander Folk School, 
TITLES HORTON, 
JA1ES DOIIBROTSKI, 
ELIZABETH HATVES. 
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#7/111 determine the reputation and activity of 




•H-TTill check at 99 Claremont Avenue to determine if a 
f:.r.;ily bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there or has lived there in 
the past. Will determine the reputation and activities of the SCHULTZ 
-""' , " -.vhich might link them with the Communist party. Will also deter- 
mine if C. B. SHULTZ, or E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a 
Vr>: of books was recently sent to the Highlander Folk School, one of 
-.vhich bore the name of ANNA L. SCHULTZ at the above address. 






«r 



*-T7ill check the reputation and activities of 
who signed himself on the register ^Mpl MJ^Chattanooga, 

*s Group Leader for the Religion and Labor Foundaticn^?50Jest 122nd 
■vreet, New York, This group is also known as the Uphaus Group and 
i'^arently conducts some kind of a labor school. 



If ill determine the re 
operative Distributor 



tation and activity of the Co- 




Will determine the reputation and activity of the 2I4I East 
W Street Corporation, $L Union St * 
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XI IE vac: I KOTO?: rlSJX- OFFICE: 

*iit V/ashirigton, D. C, vrill determine the reputation and 




]frW— ^, 



Vill, from t^!?Lur-au cf Int-d^ration and Naturalization, 
determine the 1 d\te and port e-f entry, the date end place of naturalization, 
the date -.nd plr.ee of birth, and the nationalistic oririn of JAi^S 
D0L£:-:G'.:5KI. :jC..2KG'..*SI:I vras reportedly born in Iluscxa, but^nothin^ definite 
in this re-far d has beer, learned. It nay be looted that DGL3*iO'.V£fcI vras a 
resident of i»uw York City before coming to the Hi^l ilander Folk School. 
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Dear 




I aleh to acknowledge receipt of yoar 
letter dated Jane 4, 1%1 # «ith it* enclosure. 

Toar courteay and interest in bringing 
thl» inform t ion to ay attention are indeed 
appreciated, and you oaj ba aaiurod your letter 
aill receive appropriate cenelderatioa, 

Sincaraly youre. 



John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
PATE.fffi O/W BYfiP??/ 
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Highlander Folk School 

by JANE LAWSON 

Editors' Note: — This year the Highlander Folk School was made a beneficiary of the Vassar 
Drive. The interest of Vassar in Highlander dates from 1893. when Dr. William 
Wyckof Johnson, Instructor of History at the college, encouraged the school's founders 
and pave them the original building. Many Vassar graduates have been connected with 
Highlander, including among others Elizabeth Day Hawes. '29 (Mrs. F. Daniel), Mrs. 
Ruby T. Norn's, '29. and Rosanne G. Walker, '38. Jane Lawson, '39, author of the 
article, is at present a secretary at the school. 



44Yxt'ORM, inspire, and demonstrate" 
J. — here is a platform for an edu- 
cational institution. Highlander Folk 
School, situated in the Cumberland 
Mountains in a rural community that 
has the dubious distinction of being 
the poorest in the South, does all three 
in its complex, varied, and exciting 
work. During two resident sessions of 
six weeks each, workers and farmers 
from southern unions and coopera- 
tives gain new insight into the world 
in which they make their living. 
Through an extension program, thou- 
sands of rural and industrial workers 
within a radius of two hundred miles 



receive the educational services of 
classes, meetings, and recreational ac- 
tivities. Highlander's own homework- 
is its service to the community, the 
circulation of its library, its nursery 
school and its friendship for the neigh- 
bor folk. Informing, inspiring, and 
demonstrating are continuous and 
C'er-growing processes in one or an- 
other of these fields of usefulness. 

Highlander isn't much to look at. 
We call ourselves a school, but there 
are no school buildings : only a simple 
frame farm building with a vine-cov- 
ered stone porch, a gate that closes 
with a rock weight looped on a chain, 
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oaks and dogwoods and one hazelnut 
tree in the yard, and a cornfield at our 
back, beyond the well-house and the 
blacksmith shed. There are Hoboken, 
the cow, whose bell keeps track of no 
time at all, and chickens, and two 
sturdy dogs. The surrounding coun- 
try is beautiful. The Tennessee moun- 
tains are all the campus there is, and 
the curriculum is likely to include 
picnics at Eagle's cliff, swimming at 
Deerlick Falls, and bonfires and sun- 
sets on the bluff. One might wonder 
what sort of a school there could be in 
this quiet spot. 

Highlander's work is exciting, in 
the same way that the idea of our 
own country and our people, still 
growing into democratic ways, is ex- 
citing. Highlander is a part of that 
growth. The labor movement is no 
place for "movie" emotions ; its excite- 
ment doesn't mean mountain moon- 
shiners holding shotguns over quaint 
little vine-covered stills, with corn- 
cobs about, and other literary acces- 
sories. There is an excitement that 
comes from seeing hope in the very 
strongest part of our country, its 
great mass of working people. It is 
their strength that may yet see us 
safely through a period of such crises 
as face us in today's headlines. If 
their strength is not to be warped to 
work for an hysterical Coughlin or 
any other Fiihrer, they must be equip- 
ped with knowledge of their world. 

There is hope in the people who 
pass through Highlander — not that 
they would put it in such general 
terms. They come to learn specific, 
immediate things concerned with 
building their organizations. Men and 
women here find out about the world 
they have been working too hard to 
investigate, working too long hours 
for too low pay. Some of the students 
have not gone past the second grade; 



the average have had seven years of 
schooling. Their unions have made 
them want to ask a lot of questions, 
and they want to find out how to build 
those unions, as their contribution to 
democratic living. They come to help 
solve that number one problem, the 
South, for themselves and for the rest 
of us. 

Students are the most important 
part of any school, from Vassar's 
"community of scholars" to a south- 
ern labor school. The program here is 
built around the resident students. 
Last term there were unu&ually. few, 
only seventeen (usually about twenty- 
eight attend), representing seven in- 
ternational unions, an" independent 
artists' union, two 1 colleges, and the 
Young Women's Christian Associa- 
tion. Only those endorsed by their 
union or cooperative or other organ- 
ization are accepted as regular stu- 
dents. This assures that they will have 
a sphere of action to put their educa- 
tion to work in. Highlander students 
go back to the labor movement as re- 
sponsible, informed people, active 
union members, officers and organiz- 
ers, members of educational and cul- 
tural committees, teachers in labor 
schools, leaders of cooperatives, farm 
organizations and community life. 

In many ways the classes them- 
selves are unique. They are compos- 
ed of adults who have learned a 
good deal from first hand experi- 
ence of what they are studying. Union 
Problems class, for instance, is one 
to which the students bring as text- 
books themselves and their every- 
day difficulties. Economics class, usu- 
ally called "how we make our living," 
takes up day to day problems and 
gives them a broader interpretation. 
The school offers no pat solutions, no 
ready-made doctrines to answer the 
difficult questions discussed, since they 
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REPRINTED FROM THE HEM RtfUBLIC 



December 9, 1940 



A Good School Under Fire 



One of our favorite educational institutions in the 
whole United States is the Highlander Folk 
School at Monteagle, Tennessee. Highlander is a labor 
school j its chief purpose is to take promising trade- 
union members and equip them better to help their 
organizations fight for improved conditions for the 
working man. No student is taken unless he is endorsed 
by a local union. No distinction is made between AFL 
and CIO, both of which cooperate with the school. 

In addition to this primary purpose, the school has 
two others. It attempts to aid the people of the little 
" , " , " , i , nity where it is located} it conducts a nursery 
school for people nearby and has sponsored several co- 
operative undertakings for them. It also has an exten- 
sion division which does field work of several kinds in 
cities near and far. 

The direct support of labor is indicated by repre- 
sentation on its executive council. This body includes a 
vice-president and another representative of the Air.«rr- 
fan Federation of Hosiery Workers; the Southern 
director of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers; the 
p-es'dent of the Chattanooga Printing Pressmen, and 
a JocaJ secretary from the United Mine Workers. 
Among many labor groups supporting the school is the 
Nashville Trades and Labor Council, AFL. 

The schools has friends in other quarters than the 
organized labor movement. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
is keenly interested and maintains a scholarship there. 
The benefit this month in the national capital is spon- 
sored by a Justice of the Supreme Court, members of 
the Cabinet and of Congress, a former governor, 
administrators of leading federal agencies, two mem- 
bers of the National Defense Advisory Commission 
and other prominent persons. Mr. J. W. Studebaker, 
United States Commissioner of Education, wrote the 
committee on arrangements: "Although I am asked 
every week to lend my name for the sponsorship of 
many undertakings and naturally find It necessary to 
decline, I am willing to be one of the sponsors of your 
benefit." 



Why do we go into such detail about the support the 
Highlander Folk School receives? Because there has 
been a long continued, vicious campaign in Tennessee 
to destroy this institution. Most of the newspapers of 
the entire surrounding territory have repeatedly lied 
about the school, on such a scale that the falsification 
cannot be attributed to an innocent misunderstanding. 
The charges have been that the school was "commu- 
nistic," that it was misleading the young people, and 
so on. Dr. James Dombrowski, director of the school, 
has denied all these charges and has indicated his will- 
ingness, if it could be proved that the school is un- 
American or is detrimental to the community and to 
the people it serves, to put an end to its work. Nobody 
has ever brought forward even a fragment of evidence 
that the charges are true. 

Who is behind the attempt to destroy the High- 
lander Folk School? First of all, it is reactionary em- 
ployers throughout the entire South, men who object 
to the school because it trains people to become suc- 
cessful leaders oi strong trade unions. Locally, there 
is reason to believe that the Tennessee Consolidated 
Coal Company has had a good deal to do with the 
attack. This company has for years dominated Grundy 
County. In 1938, for the first time, a group of county 
officials were elected who were not subservient to the 
coal company, and the school faculty was active during 
the campaign in support of these candidates. 

A few weeks ago, feeling was stirred up to such a 
pitch that a vigilante group calling themselves the 
Grundy County Crusaders planned to march against 
the school. If this had been done, blood would cer- 
tainly have been shed. At the last minute, the vigilante 
leaders were persuaded instead to confer with the 
school officials. As a result of this five-hour conference, 
the tension was relieved somewhat. But there is danger 
that it will rise again; there are plenty of people in 
Tennessee who don't want a school that prepares effi- 
cient spokesmen for labor, and will stoop to almost 
anything to destroy it. 
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By CLAUDIA LBWIS 



Quipped With -fin Oak Ttee 



Instead of considering her environment in 
a mountain community as a handicap this 
teacher investigates its possibilities and 
makes use of them in developing further 
that ingeniousness which probably will al- 
ways be important to the existence of these 
people. Miss Lewis teaches in the High- 
lander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes- 
see, and is the author of "Deep As a Giant" 
published in the March 1938 issue of Child- 
hood Education. 

I SAW Joedy, a little boy of five in ragged 
overalls and bare feet, stoop down and 
pick up from the ground a forked leafy 
twig that had fallen from the oak tree 
above us. In a twinkling he placed the twig 
on his neck so that the luxuriant leaves 
clustered over his head and down his back. 
Was it Joedy or a horse standing before 
me? Without a word the transformation 
had taken place. As soon as the boy was 
encased in his glorious mane he began to 
stamp his feet, even his face took on a 
horsey expression, and he was off, gallop- 
ing across the field. 

Ali of the children were playing horse 
in some fashion. Earlier that morning we 
had been over to pick carrots in our school 
garden. On the way back we had to go 
through a field of old brittle cornstalks. 
So, naturally, when we reached the end 
of the field, every child was astride a corn- 
stalk horse. These broke very easily, but 
were substantial enough for a morning of 
fun, and the supply was endless. 

More permanent was the tree horse in 
the grove at the corner of the school yard. 



This was just a low branch with a fine 
resilient bounce. A piece of burlap thrown 
over it for a saddle and presto! this was 
a horse, too. 

It is a lucky thing, I have often thought, 
that here in the southern mountains it is 
warm enough to have our school outdoors 
six or seven months out of the year. It is 
lucky, too, that we are in a rural commun- 
ity where we have plenty of cornstalks and 
trees and spacious fields. For there is prac- 
tically no money for this little community 
nursery school operated with the help of 
the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, 
Tennessee. And even if there were money, 
I question whether or not it should be spent 
on expensive, ideal nursery school equip- 
ment. Should Billy be given a little wood- 
en Kraft cheese box to break up when 
his own father painstakingly makes novel 
cigarette cases out of these very boxes, in 
the hope of earning a little money to sup- 
port his family of six? Should I even give 
the children those bright net bags that 
oranges come in, when some families are 
glad to have them to tack over their win- 
dows as screens? I did furnish small scraps 
of good cloth for doll dresses until some 
of the mothers, visiting one day, saw the 
nice broadcloth pieces and remarked that 
they would make such pretty collars and 
cuffs for children's dresses. 

We Look for Things to Use 

The story of this Summerfield Nursery 
School, situated in one of the most poverty- 
stricken areas in our country, has been the 
story of the search for adequate play equip- 
ment in what grew around us, or in what 
could be secured at no cost. 
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It has not been too difficulf search, 
because to a child a cornstalk k seldom 
just a cornstalk. More often than not it 
has been a child rather than myself, the 
teacher, who has discovered the uses of 
grass and acorns and odds and ends. It 
was Carl who picked up some old pieces 
o( tin and asked me to tie them around 
his neck so that they would jingle like a 
cow bell. It was Grant who, after building 
a barn of blocks indoors one day, skipped 
out into the yard for a moment, returning 
with small bundles of dried grass for hay. 
It was Willie Mae who first went gather- 
ing weeds for "greens" to cook in her play- 
house, and who made "tea" with oak 
leaves. Nor should I omit to mention that 
it was a father who brought us a doll made 
of the tops of coca cola bottles strung to- 
gether on wires. Some of these mountain 
people are very ingenious — are forced to 
become so. I wonder if the experience 
these nursery school children are having 
iii uiiiig what is in their environment, in 
making something out of nothing, may 
help to foster this ingenious ness. 

What are some of the other "nothings" 
that can be used? The grocery stores in 
the town two miles away have given us a 
generous supply of orange crates for play- 
ing house and barn and train. Before we 
had these, we found that an old bench 
turned upside down made a fine train. And 
for a house the little girls were quite sat- 
isfied to outline a little area with sticks, 
then fill it with tables and stools that were 
really little stumps, and dishes that were 
old mason jar lids, too bent for real use. 
Tin cans (with the tops cut out carefully) 
have always been fine for pails and pitch- 
ers. A coffee can with a stick placed 
through a hole punched in the fid is, of 
course, a churn. 

There are plenty of things to "cook" 
besides leaves. What about pretty little 
white pebbles? What about toadstools and 
berries, and those fruits called "mock 



oranges" in our part of the cou> • <% which 
look very appetizing but are n\ ictually 
edible. And acorns- 
Acorns need a chapter by themselves. 
We have used them as children in many 
city schools use boxes of colored cubes, 
as coal to haul around in small trucks, or 
if you have an apple truck, acorns can be 
the apples. They can be potatoes, ice, or 
meat- — anything you need for your truck. 
We keep great boxes full of them on our 
shelves. Shiny brown, smooth to touch, 
the children love them. Outdoors in the 
early spring we "plant" hundreds of baby 
oaks, and all year long set our tables with 
acorn cups. 

I even made toy chickens out of acorns 
for the children, by driving two small 
sticks in for legs and one for a tail (which 
lends support and enables the "chicken" 
to stand.) Then, too, acorns can be used 
for all kinds of counting games. Why, any- 
one could start a school under an oak tree! 
We made potato toys, too; the potato 
hogs were especially effective. The little 
sixreen -year-old mountain girl, Dorothy, 
who was my volunteer assistant for 
months, brought in one day a whole fam- 
ily of cornstalk dolls she had made, in- 
cluding a cornstalk horse. These proved 
to be not durable enough for children of 
preschool age, but I should think they 
would have great possibilities for children 
a little older. 

We Paint and Make Music 

Dorothy also brought us some "orange 
paint" one day to supplement our small 
supply of watercolors. "Did you really 
make this, Dorothy?" I asked. 

"Yes'm, I made it from a root that 
grows on the side of the mountain. I 
don't know the name of it. People use it 
to stain wood, and it makes a right pretty 
stain." 

This became the children's favorite 
paint — until the pokeberry season. Then 
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their social and economic problems. 
Josephine Roche, in the Alumnae 
Magazine for October, says that 
"Only as the men and women of labor 
acquire a secure status as citizens of 
industry can they effectively meet 
their responsibilities and exercise their 
rights as citizens of a self-governing 
democracy." As a labor school, and as 
an adjunct to the progressive move- 
ment in the south, Highlander is train- 
ing leaders who will bring about that 
industrial democracy so fundamental 
to the health of the whole nation. The 



school believes that the object of edu- 
cation is action; it advocates that de- 
cisions reached by serious study and 
discussion be acted upon. We are in- 
terested in working people primarily, 
because they are the largest, neediest 
vital group in our population. They 
are the majority. Labor unions have 
become their most effective means of 
cooperative action. Highlander Folk 
School undertakes to serve the labor 
movement with education, that will 
inform, inspire, and demonstrate, in 
democratic action. 



* Study made by a local public welfare official in J 938. 

tin the 1930 census, most of the population of 9,719 are classified as rural non-farming. 
The WPA wages last year were $25 a month; this meant less than a nickel a meal for 
each member of a family of six, provided »very cent went for food. The average fam- 
ily saw less than $150 in cash in a year. 
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JSuniN &f SCHULTZ, formerly of 99 Claremont 

(presently residing at 19 South La Salle S£i„„„, 
Chicago, Hi,);J¥. T. files reveal thaJ^Cnarles 
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OSCAR/APFEL and J0HK/HAJ. i M0ND, 
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Report of Special Agent 
4-10-41. 



The reference report requested that a check be made 
to determine the character and reputation of the 
SCHULTZ family, who resided at 99 Claremont Street* 
This address is known as McGuf f ers Hall, a dormitory that 
accommodates married couples and single girls who are in 
attendance at Union Theological Seminary, whidiPls located 
within one block of the dormitory, namely, Broadway at 120th 
Street, It was learned through the super in tehdant and 
janitor of the dormitory that no one by the name of SCHULTZ — 
was residing at the above address at the present time, and to 
the best of their knowledge there had been no one by the name 
of SCHULTZ during the past* three years, which Is the time that 
each have been employed in their respective positions* 
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The writer made inquiry at the registrar 1 * office at 
Union Theological Seminary, Broadway at 120th Street , where a 
recor d of all students is maintained* The records reflected 
that EDwTB B, SCHULTZ left the college in 1931, partially grad- 
uating therefrom, and he and his wife, ANNA L« SCHULTZ, resided 
at 99 Claremont Street while he was in attendance at the univer- 
sity. The forwarding address given on the record ie 19 South 
La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois, and all mail *uch as school 
literature had been forwarded to this address, which apparently 
reached him as none had been returned* 

i 
Undeveloped leads were set out in reference report to 
check the character and reputation of various individuals who 
maintained bank accounts at various banks in New Xork City, who 
had made contributions to the Highlander Folk School* The file 
indices of the New Tork Field Division did not reveal that there 
had ever been any extensive investigation of any of the individ- 
ual s mentioned in the reference report, but all the information 
in the New Tork files will be referred to in this report. 




A memorandum dated April 23, 1937, New Tork file number 
61-506, reflected that Mrs. CLYDE participated in the student 
strike against war which was staged throughout the United States 
April 22, 1937* The name of Mrs # ETHEL CLYDE is listed as one 
of the nineteen members of the Advisory Board of the American 
Student Union. 
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JERRI O'CONNEL * .-• , 

RAPHAEL ZON " .-> 

GORDON JACKSON 

OEORGE MARSHALL 

HEBER BLANKENBGRN. 

No address was given as to where the Foundation' Might 
be located. It is presumed that GEORGE MARSHAIX is connected in 
some capacity with the Foundation. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR JUT?. T OLSON 




mi. *•*• 

'y'Jn connection with the Director r $ address at * «!■.»*■ 

t might beLwell for him 
re of the jliahlander 
oncerning same is attached* 



J 



ewanee, on June 9, I believe i 
' to be acquainted with the natu 
Folk School and a memorandum c 
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This school is very we 
Tennessee and is heartily cond 
affiliations by all of the goo 
someone may mention this schoo 
to have some knowledge of it. 



11 known in that Section of I 
emned because of its Communistic 
d citizens* It is probable -that 
1 to the Director and expecf him 



Respectfullyj 
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B» C* Hendon 
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MEMORANDUM 



June 6, 1941 



RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



In view of numerous complaints received in the 
Knoxville Office of the Bureau concerning Communist 
activities at the Highlander Folk School, an investigation 
is now being made by that Office concerning the School and 
its personnel* 

It has been learned that the School was organised 
during 1932 on ground donated by Dr. Lillian Wr^cnnson, 
who presently lives in DeLand, Florida, Milesifiorton and 
Jame£s$ombrowski are believed to have been the active 
organizers of the School. Dr. Johnson donated the land 
because she believed the School would benefit the local 
inhabi tants. 
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The Highlander Folk School is a labor institution 
and received its charter from the State of Tennessee on 
January 31j 1934. The School was chartered by Miles Horton, 
Llizabettr&awes, James Dombrowski, Ruperfsiampton and Malcolm 
^+£hi sholm. 

T he School is locat ed in Grundy County, Tennessee, 
, about two mVles north of Monte anle, Tennessee, on State Road 
56 going toward Tracy City, Tennessee. This section of the 
State of Tennessee is mountainous and heavily wooded. 
M ont eagle, Ten nessee, is from three to five mile sno rtheast 
o f Sewanee. which nejans that the Highlander Fol k SchoolTs"" 
approximately seven miles from Sewanee. " — 

Miles Horton, Director of Education at the Highlander 
Folk School, is the one whose name is most often mentioned as 
being the leader of the School 




davits were obtained 
showing that Miles Horton teaches Communism and has solicited 
membership in the Young Communi sts ' League from various local 



persons, &EO0ftl>Jtii 

James Dombrowski, Secr£t&£gx$f 
School, signs all the mail emanating fro 
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a letter addressed by £ ^Athens. Tennessee, 

to 

Sweetwater, Tennessee, dated November 16, 1940, it is stated 
that Dombrowski reportedly signed a bulletin issued by the 
Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in 1934 
stating they would "make every effort to promote the world 
revolution and to secure Governmental power for the victorious 
revolution by arming the workers and by preparing the working 
class to turn imperiali st war into class war," 

Elisabeth Da^fkiwes, better known as ZillaSjIawes, 
has been active as a teacher at the School from its beginning 
and is reported to have been especially strong in her teaching 
of Communistic principles and how they can be used in labor 
agitati on. The reports in the Bureau's files indicate that 
the residents of Grundy County are on the whole very much 
opposed to the School* It appears that the officials of the 
School have caused considerable agitation among the WPA 
workers and other laborers in the County, 

The Highlander Folk School, has been successful in 
obtaining the permi ssion of many important persons to use 
their names as sponsors of the School, itself, or some of its 
activities. The most important name from the standpoint of 
publicity is that of Eleanor Roosevelt, 
L, Lewis and others have also been obtained. 



Sponsorship of John 



In a letter dated January 4, 1941, to the Editor of 
the Reader's Digest, James Dombrowski mentioned the oppositi on 
to his School by "the Grundy County Crusaders." He pointed out 
that the battle with- the Crusaders was absorbing much of the 
time and resources of the School and it was necessary to secure 
the support of new friends if they were to carry on. He pointed 
out that their danger reflected the mounting danger to organised 
labor, 

' repo rted 

mat when a Citisens ' Committee of Grundy County threatened 
to burn the School in November, 1940, the School put all of its 
Communi st literature and other matter which it did not wish to 
be found on the property in a large paper box and one ^HL-^ 
an admitted Communi st, hauled the box from the Schdol and hid 
it in the home of one Rosenthal in Chattanooga. Rosenthal is 
a known Communist and is reported to be the individual maintain- 
ing the records of the Communist Party for Chattanooga, 
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The files of the Pittsburgh Office failed to reflect tha*|= 
is involved in Communistic activities. His nans has nev>r eppejired .._... 
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A check of the indexes of the New Haven Field 
D ivision reflects th at there is no record on file of either 
^HH^^BI MMM^^ Piatt Island , Nearwater Lane, Noroton, 
Conn., or ^M^HH^HBHHB^ Darlen, 'XJonn., as being 
connected with any Communist groups. ^r-. 
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the HIGHLANDS* folk. SUMOOL to Ue If* W # , 21? Capitol Street, Charleston, W,Va* 
Offices ware requested to furnish any information oontained in their f i3# s 
on Communist or subrersiTe activities* 

in examination of th« telephone directory for the State of West 
Virginia reflected that the United Mine Workers of America, District #50 » 
Chemloal Division, were listed as haring offices in the Fleetwood Hotelj 
Charleston, West Virginia* A further chec k rofleote d thai 
is located at 217 Cspitol Street 
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^ ^i» *jiw«ii to the Indianapolis 
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in Indianapolis file entitled "International 
Harvester Company, Richmond, Indiana, Employees 
Strike (2/L8/4l) H . It will be recalled that the 
plant employed about 1300 persona and that ihe 
strike was more or less an echo of the strike at 
larger International Harvester Plants in Chicago 
and elsewhere. The strike was called by the 
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Farm Equipment Workers Organiza tion Committee of the CIO. __ 

fBHiHI HABl^O Onion at the International Plant 
in Richmond, Indiana. The strike lasted from approximately February 
17, to the 28th, 1941, at which latter time tiie employees agreed to 
return pending outcome of a hearing before a federal mediation board. 
A nunber of arrests were made during a free for all fight while the strike 
was in progres s. The files o f the Indianapolis Field Division contain 
no history of flHBBHlMfcnd no information to indioate that he 
may be connected with any Communistic organisation. 
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Gilbertsville, Kentucky, fails to reveal that she 
is an active member of the Communist Party ♦ 



- P - 

Report of s pecial Agent 
Tennessee* 



h 



1/29/AO, Memphis, 





///^-~ 



recuu. Aamrr 
ih Cmakoc 






COPIES Of THIS RDK»T 

^ Bureau COI>rEs DEgTROYEb 

2 £ouiev*|y.e Vt 

± n J R 



tl-\m>t h* V 



DO HOT WRfT* IN TME« <rAC*» INDEXED y^T-t ; 



mi4i^ 




19a 



, ? 



~^T 



4-750 (2-7-79) , / ..' 

* xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

/ 

i Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemption(s) J ---^ with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

i I Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

s i Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

i i Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 




, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



>■■■>■■ ndvised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



...J For your information: 



£a? The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

(a. LzHj£J. l-3l ?.£- 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S> § 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



xxxxxx 



C: 









UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



^7c^ 



LOUISVILLE FIEU) DIVISION ? 

Will cover the leads as set out in the report of Special Agent 
MbBHHHI dated June 1, 1%1* at Khoxville, Tennessee , 
entitled "HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. INTERNAL SECURITY. - C", 



r\ 



V -S 



PENDING 



-3- 



- i 



<: 



( 



'■>* 



eL 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Form No. 1 ^^ 

THJS CASE ORIGINATED AT KKOXVUlIB, T&flSBSSEB 



Miami'" wo. 100-1291 



j j.; I'm «mw 



REPOIrr MADE AT 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 



DATE WHEN MADE 

7AA/41 



PERIOD FOR 



TITLE 





HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



RSRORT MADE SY 




character or CAJE 



IHTHIHAL SBCORm i C m 




x 




...J,™— A 



li 

REFERENCE t 



DKTAILSt 

4nc 



-WC- 



Report of Special A^ent 
Florida, May 13, 19U 



AT GAIHESVIIUS, FLORIDA 



Sic^ 



r«j » ' '■"•* 




/^INFORMATION CONTAINED 
V ^!EKEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
pATE ny pysV BY 







Since there ia do additional Investigation to be conducted 
in the territory of the Miami Field Division at this time, this case ia 
being 



Z 52 






APPROVED AN 

FDRWAADCD 






REFERRED PKH CCMPLETICM TO OFFICE OF 0RIG3K 



BPCCIAt. A**NT 






4.. 



THIS ftlKMrT 



DO NOT WKrTE IN THBSE SPACES 



Gh lfU-JX > 



EffDK? 



JUL 17 1941 



v kU 



14— 



JUL 23 1941 



L 



"I 



t 

I 



J 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

™* "°- 100-58G1. 



Form No. 1 ^^ ___ __ 

this case originated at KIOTUXE, TENNESSEE 






r 



REPORT MADE AT 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 



DATE WHEN MADE 



7/u/u 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

7Ao/a 



HKgfTANDKR FOLK SCHOOL 



• 



RETORT MADE BY 




CHARACTER Or CASE ■;' 

INTERNAL SECURITY - E 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 







t .— . ._ . _^ 









for the National Xouth Admin- 

JSnt,-^ to be T " T f LL INFORMATION CONTAIltlE 

" HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
D.-JF ffi^ BY^ 

REFERENCE i Report of Special Agent | | KncawiHe, 6-l«41 * c?t^ 



liberal in her Tiers* 
- EUC - 






DETAILS ; AT LOS ANGE T.ra, CklTf OBXl^ i 






mm^^^P^^^ 




r^i 

• ■- _ CO#»lES OF TH1* REPORT 

5r Bureau 

2- Knoxvllle v 

2- los Angeles i^jb 



/. / l7.cz/ - \3 3 



V 



JUL 16 1941 






^5 




INUKJUtiy 



JUL 2 3 1941 



b. a. (mum nam* imaa J— S034 



4-750 (2-7-79) / / ... 

* xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
F01PA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



', _ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

Lrj Deleted under exemption(s) -^^ L ^ «"^" t^J^L with no segregable 

material available for release to you. / 

LJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

i J Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarde'd to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



1 I ,For your information: 






Th<*followingnumber is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 

X NO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

X\XXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 



'«* 







saBtfTSSf 



^^ ., f^OTin No. 1 
'*.'j«««^« THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE / file no. 100-839 





REPORT MADE AT 

OKLAHOMA. CTTX 



DATC WHEN MADE 

7-15-41 



nmoDRm 
WHICH MADE 

7-1-41 



.■■"s*?: 



'■.«-.■■ :*»-•« J I ^1 



HIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



■,>*■ 



■•#^ 



REPORT MADE BT 



T)& 



BH 



CHARACTER OP CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



ss 



a 



--^i-ii- 




^"TjamiCE: 


"/■ ., 


/ 


^TAiLS: 


to-*"''- 


~» 


* -» 


r <•■'■■■ 
ft 
A? 
-. »> .. 




■■*,* 



1 American Guardian newspaper is published 
by'the'leader-Wees which is owned by 
f 05:'CAR/AM^RII^^R,ywho is well known in 

Lst^ctrcles. He has been identified 
with the Communist Party for many years 
and publishes a good deal of Communistic 
propaganda, i Indices, ref 1 
of 
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Knoxville, Tennessee, 6-1-41. 
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The indices of the Oklahoma City Field/JJivfsion hi 
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The American Guardian, a newspaper published by the Leader 
Press which is owned by OSCAR AMERINGER, is located at 17 West 5rd 
Street, Oklahoma City. Oklahoma,. 




Information in this file is to the effect that OSCAR A&§£- /u 
INGER is the President of the Leader Press, hiw wife, FRIEDA, %&f *"* 
Vice President, and his son, SEIGFPJ32D, is also active in the company^ 
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AMERINGER is known to be active in Conmunist affairs in this city 
and an old-time Socialist* ".- <'•:", :■'< * 
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AMERINGER was on the sponsor uommrtiee 

;oTTne roll owing organizations* Mobilization for Peace, Student 
Conference for Constitutional Rights and Southwest Writers ' Con- 
ference. In December, 1940, he spoke before the Oklahoma Youth 
Legislature Unincorporated on Peace* On January 7, 1941, a 
publication put out by the Oklahoma Committee to Defend Political 
Prisoners carried an article by OSCAR AlffiRINGER against book 
burning* This was a satiric article and mentioned prominently 
the trials of several Communists in Oklahoma County on charges 
of Criminal Syndicalism* The editor of this publication is 
the wife of one of those who has been sentenced to ten years on 
Criminal Syndicalism charges and she, herself, has recently been 
sentenced to ten years on the same charge* AMERINGER' s Leader 
Press has printed a number of Communistic articles, pamphlets 

and booklets. He once wrote a book with a forward by Carl - 

Sandberg and in December, 1940, charged that the New Deal was 
leading us into war. . 

^■■■HIHHBHH^ advised that AMERINGER was 
one of the leading Communists in Oklahoma ^ity and had been 
connected with the Communist Party for many years* 
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t raitresses and Miscellaneous 
HoteT T W6rkera, St. Louis, Missouri, reported theJj^^F 
^■^Restauranti St. Louis, to the St, Louis Office be- 
cause the "individuala connected therewith were allegedly 
pro-Nasi, and St. Louis Office files contain no infoxmation 
she is engaged in Communistic or subversive activities. 
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